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ASTRONOMICAL SOCIETY

UF FRANKSTON

HIWSLETTIR - JANUARY, 1983

Viewing Night, Friday Januvary 2lst

The Society's first viewing night for 1983 will be
held in the grounds of the Chisholm Institute, McMahom 's Rd.,
Frankston on January 21st. Members are requested to bring
portable: felescnpes, including binoculars, for use on this,
and other viewing nights, unti]l the B. J. Smith Observatory
bas been relocated for use. Bring some friends and show
them the sights in the January sky!.

Meeting, January 26th

A.S.F,'s January meeting will be held on Wednesday,
January 26tb in Room B1.37 of the Science Wing, Chisholm
Institute, McMahon's Id., Fraunkston. :

At this meeting Ken Bryant will speak on the use of
binoculars in Amateur Astronomy, and on the construction
of a simple wooden stand to mount binoculars for such use.
I+ is planned to have available for purchase kits of
materials suitable for the construction of such a stand,

Annual Subseriptions, 1883

Society subscriphtions for the calendar year 1983
became due on lst January. The new rates for this year,
as agreed at the November Annual General Meeting are as
followsi- T

FPamily Membership $18
Adult Members $12
Student Members & Pensioners $ 5

Payments should be made to the Treasurer, Peter Brown,
at meetings or by post to 7 Kiandra Court, Frankston 3199,
Please include name and address when mailing payments.
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Society News

The Society Ficnic held at the Baxter Park Ubservatory
site was blessed with fine weather and a clear moouless night
for the later observations of a variety of deep sky objects.
A number of portable telescopes were available for use, both
refractors and reflectors, including Ken Bryant's "Rich
Field Telescope" of 15cm diameter mounted on a World War 2
aircraft control column and tripod, and stand mounted
binoculars also belonging to Ken. -

The Central Park Kiosk Sale and Raffle held on
December 20th proved to be financially successful once more,
providing a proiit similar to that achieved in 1981 despite
the fact that items for the Hamper and other prizes were
purchased by the Society this year, instead of being received
as donations. The successful operation was again due to
the time and effort expended by Steve Malone and others on
the day and in preparations beforehand.

In addition to the financial profit the Stall provided
useful local publicity for the Society and it had been hoped
that this might be followed by publication of an article in
the "News" on the Total Lunar lclipse of December 3Uth.
liowever, the Christmastime close down of the "News" operations
resulted in the Society's article, although delivered, being
too late for publication.

Members who observed this eclipse on the evening of
December 30th noted an unusually dark eclipse, with the
Moon's disc inmersed in the Barth's shadow in space being
only very faintly visible, in contrast to the coppery hue
seen during some other eclipses.

It is hoped that additional publicity for the Society
and its activities will be provided during 1983 by notices
in the Frankston Public Library. John Palmer and Steve Malone
will be organizing this service.

Skv Notes

¢he start of the New Year sees the Milky Way passing
near the zenith to the north and south horizons with the
constellations of Urion and Canis Major to the north of the
zenith, or point directly overhead, and Carina, Vela and
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Crux, the Southern Cross, to the south.

Carina, the Keel, and Vela, the Sails, together with
Puppis, the Poop, are components of the ancient constellation
of Argo Navis, the Ship, now subdivided into these separate
constellations, The whole of Argo Navis is immersed in,
or close to, a bright region of the Milky Way featuring a
notable dark rift formation, This rift, together with the
congpicuous dark area known as the "Coal Sack" adjacent
to the Southern Cross, results from the presence ot clouds
of interstellar dust in these directions blocking out lights
from stars at greater distances than the clouds.

The three brightest stars in the sky, Sirius at 8 light
years distance in Canis Major, Canopus about 12U light vears
away in Carina, and Alpha Centauri 4 light years distant
in Centaurus, are now all well above the horizon. Low on
the northern horizon on January nights can be seen the
bright yellowish star Capella, the brightest star in the
northern constellation of Auriga, the Charioteer, which
becomes wvisible to observers in our latitudes at this time
of the year.

Amongst the planets the brillian light of Venus can
now be seen low in the western sky after sunset, Venus having
passed from a position behind the Sun to0 move steadily
eastward of the Sun as the year progressed.

Later in ‘the month Saturn will be rising by midnight
and in later months will be well above the evening horizon
for viewing of its remarkable ring system.

The Mcon
NewMoon January 1l4th Yebruary 13th
lst Quarter January 22nd February 24th
Full Moon January 29th February 27th
Last Quarter January tth February 5th
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