Mornington Peninsula Astronomical Society

ASTRONOMICAL SOCI1ETY

OF FRANKSTON

NEWSLEPTTLER ~ FLBRUARY, 1883

Meeting, February 23rd

The Society's February meeting will be held on
Wednesday, February 23rd in Room B1.27 of the Chisholm
Institute, McMahon's Rd., Frankston conmencing at
8 p.m.

The speaker for this month's meeting will be
Bruce Tregaskis, who will deliver a talk entitled
"Qur Flace in Space",

Viewing Nipht, February 25th

A further viewing night is planned to be held in
the grounds of the Chisholm Institute on Friday,
February 25th, Members are again requested to bring
portable instruments for use until suitable arrange-
ments can be made for the re-siting of the Society's
Observatory.

Astrophotography Night, March 24th

On Thursday, March 24th, the Society will be
privileged to receive a talk and practical demonstration
of Astrophotograpby techniques by a representative of
the Kodak company. Members are invited to bring along
cameras with removable lenses for a demonstration of
the use of such cameras in conjunction with a Celestron
telescope which will be made available for this purpose.
This evening will take the place of a viewing night for
the month of March.and the normal Wednesday meeting.

Society News

At the Society's January meeting Ken Bryant presented
a talk on the use of binoculars in amateur astronowy.
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The wide field of view and bright imgges provided by a
suitable pair of binoculars were emphasised and reference
made to their special usefulness in observations of

star clusters, nebulae and other extended objects,
particularly the brighter comets. An adjustable wooden
stand designed by Ken for astronomical observations

with binoculars was displayed and'its use demonstrated

to the meeting.

Also at the January meeting arrangements were made
for the formation of a Sub-Committee with the purpose of
reviewing the Society's future plans and directions and
evaluating the present Society Comstitution in the light
of such a review. Members are invited to contribute to
the activities of this Sub-Committee by submitting their
own views, in writing or otherwise, to the Sub-Committee
or by direct participation in the Sub-Committee.

Slkky Notes

The month of February sees the brilliant constell-
atiion of @rion, the Great Hunter, on the meridian, or
due northwards, in the early evening sky and hence at
its maximum elevation above the horizon for observers at
this time. Conspicuous above the three bright stars of
Orion's "Belt", known as Alnilam, Alnitak and Mintaka,
is the line of stars known as the 'Sword' of @rion,
Careful observation of these stars with the naked eye
reveals a misty appearance to the central star, which
through the telescope is seen to be a complex glowing
nebulous region which has been likened'in appearance to
the wing of a bird in flight. This is the so-called
Great Nebula in Urion, which long exposure photographs
show to extend over the larger part of the entire con-
stellation. The glow seen in the telescope results
from irradiation of the vast cloud of hydrogen by light
from the hot young stare present in-it and which have
formed from the material of the nebula, the distance of
which is some 1500 light years from Earth.

Another conspicuous feature of this region of the

sky is the large equilateral triangle formed by Sirius,
near the zenith, Rigel in Orion, and Procyonlin Canis
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Minor, whilst below this are the two bright stars
Castor and Follux of the constellation Gemini, the
Heavenly Twins,.

Amongst the planets, Venus can now be seen shining
brilliantly in the evening twilight after sunset whilst
in the later evening hours both Saturn and Jupiter are
rising in the east and will be well placed for viewing
later in the year.

An additional object for telescopic observation
at present is a Nova, or exploding star, in the con-
stellation of Musca, the Fly, near the Southern Cross.
This star is now fading from its original brightness
and can be located with a moderate size telescope.
Further information on this nova can be obtained from
Bruce Tregaskis or Ken Bryant.

The Moon
New Moon Feb 13th Mar 15th
Mirst (uarter Feb 21lst Mar 22nd
I'ull Moon Feb 27th
Last Quarter Mar 6th
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