Mornington Peninsula Astronomical Society

ASTRONOMI'CAL SOCILEDY

OF FRANKSTGUON

NIWSILTTER - ATRIL, 1983

Meeting, Wednesday April 27+h

The April meeting of the Society will be held ‘ou
Wednesday, April 27th in Room B1.,37.of the Chisholm
Ing+i+tute, commencing at 8 p.n.

The +alk for +his mon+h will be on 'Quasars' and

will Le'delivered by Teter lowe.

Viewing Nigh+, May 6+h

A viewing night will be held on Friday May 6th-in
the grounils of +he Chisholm Institute. Members are
requested +o bring their pertable instruments, t.elescopes
and binoculars for +hie occasion.’ Jupiter and Saturn

will be objects for observatlon.

Society News

A falk'nn As+ropho+ography +echniques was pre;anfed
+o +he Society by Andrew Brown of Kodak a+ +he March meeting.
The necessity of accurate alignmen+ for-+racking of objects
for long exposure photography was emphasised and a me+hod
of polar alipnment using +the meridian passage of a star
was described. Characteristics of various telescope/canera
combinations were discussed and suitable film +ypes for

different +echniques considered. Copies of a Kodak

rublication ‘on Astrdphdtography were dis+ributed to members,
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Nego+iations are currently under way between the
Society and Feninsula School, Mt., Eliza, for +he re-
ercction of +he Society Ubservatory building in the
grounds of the School, Although final arrangements are
yet to be made, i+ is hoped *that a satisfactory agreement

will be reached with +he School in +he near future.

The Treasurer, Teter brown, has received a cheque
for #12.00 drawn on an M.0G.A., form. The cheque does not
bear personal identification and it'is requested that
+he sender please contact the Treasurer so that the

appropriate records may be made.

luestionnaire

The Sub-Committee' formed for review of the Society's
future activities and the' Constitution held' its' first
meeting in March, I+ was decided +o0jrepare and distribute
a detailed (ues+ionnaire +b members +o ascertain views
on the future direction of +he Society. lembers are

requested +o complete and return +heir copy +o the next

meeting.

An Appreciation of Binoculars — by Clive Nicholls

A lo+ has already been said in praise of binoculars
so far this year and I would just like +o0 recap what
has been said and add a few otlier thoughts,

To start with, probably most of our members own or

nave access to a pair of binoculars if not '‘teélescopes,

and we have seen by Ken Dryant's talk on the subject
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about the way they function and what can be done +o
mount +hem, ns well as practical examples like Steve lalone's
+ripod arrangément and Iken's also.

But to my way of thinﬁing binoculars are the poor man's
'Rich Field Telescope', and in essence they are just that,
two +elescopes mounted in parallel. So for a price of $50
+0 $60 you can go out and Buy a good pair, whereas for the
same price you don'f get anywhere near the quality in a
+elescope of similar aperture, due to all the accessories
and +he tripod required.

- 8tar fields and .cons+tellation patterns are much easier
to learn with binoculars, due +o0o their wider field of view
end better apparent light grasp and having the advantage of
being able to use both éyes simultanecusly.

But binoculars aslso have the disadvantage tha+ they
are ‘quite ungainly +o usé near +he zenith, even when mounted,
and after having +ried a prism and small mirror +o act as
a star diagonal 1 found that +hey lacked enough eye relief
for +his, DBut due +0 +heir low magnification I'm sure +hat
a piece of household mirror could be used +o reflect light
into +he objective lens without “too much mechanical trouble
or degradaﬁiﬁu of the image. Most probably a little abber-
ation and ghosting would occur by the unevenness of +he
mirrored surface and ghnsting by double reflectance
internally from +he mirror. Dut it should be acceptable
for +he average amateur.

My first binoculars were a pair of 8 x 35 and at the
age of 13 used +o lie on, the front lawn looking for rich

star fields. I may add +hat I didn't know one field from
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the next+ +hen. I+ was a humble start but things are quite
different now., I still use binoculars fér convenience and
still don't know those star fields that well,
- Good Viewing -
ClLive Nicholls
Sky Notes

During +he month of Arril the constellations of Virge
and Coma Berenices can be seen due'nmorth in +he evening sky.
The large Y shape of the constellation Virgo encloses +he area
known as the "Rlealm of the Galaxies", the large clustering of
galaxies which form 'the Virgo cluster, extending northward into
Coma Berenices. The Virgo cluster for the blggas+ and most,
easily observable grouping of Falaxiea for the amateur's
telescope. A+ this season, Crux, +he 'Southern Cross, is to he
geen at iteg highes+ elevation in the Souther Sky, while +he
bright s+ar Achernar,' located a+ the opposite side of the South
Tole of the sky +o the Cross, is now near +he horizon.

The famous globular cluster Omega Centauri can be located,
using +he Southern Cross, by drawing a 'line from +he a%ﬁr Delta
Crucis +through Gamma Crucis and extending i+ to a fuzzy looking
"star", which through the telescope is revealed as the brilliant
clﬂster'cf'many'ﬁhousands*of stars compressed into a smﬁlll

volume of sky and situated some 15,000 light years distant.

The +wo major plane+s of +he|Snlar Syatem, Jupi+er and
Saturn can now be viewed in the evening sky in Scurpius and
Virgo respectively. Both are nbsnrblng objec%s for +ele500p1c

viewing Saturn with its ring system and Jupiter with its four

bright satellites and chaﬁging belt system,

The Moon New Moon ‘Apr. 13 ' May 13 Full Moon Apr. 27
lst Quarter " 20 May 20 Last Quarter May b
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