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Lheetinge Peoruary cend

ilhe Boelety's February weetliuy will be ueld on
wednesday, revruary c2ud 1n doow wol.37 of the Cuisholm
nstitute, Memabon's iuwl., Vraokston coumiencing ab o ] elile
Lite speaker will be hMal Wilkinson of Astrounouwical
society of Victoria who will speak on Liadio astronouy,
witih refereuce to activities which uay be pursued at ai
anateur level,

It 1s noped that it will be possible to shiow video-
taped segments ol the 1V Cosumos series, deferred from
the January meeting.

Members are reminded that nomination of Uifice
Bearers for thne coming year will take place at the
February meeting. 1his will ve done in writing on the
forms such as provided to persons at the January meeting.

_ Ihe election ol the Society's Uffice bLearers will
then take place at tne March meeting, 1o enable these
legally required procedures to be carried turough all
members are again urged to attend both the Vebruary and
Marcii meetings,

Soclety News

A talk on tihe "Language oif Astronomy" was giveu by
len Bryant at tne January meeting. MHen's talk selected
a varliety o1 terms relating mainly to observational
astronomy, such as way be encountered in standard
reference works and magazine articles, and discussed
thelr weanings, together with packground information on
the themes concerned,

pruce Yregaskis, the other speaker who was scheduled
to speak on the same subject, was untortunately unable to
attend the weeting.,

A succesgful Bug was held on baturday, December 3rd,
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al tue property ol Jerule veelorth, neur wvevils Jdend
jeservolr, 1t had been hoped that the oy would be
followed by &n observiug nlght using portenle telesco)es,
but a high degree ol cloud cover prevented observavious.
Nevertheless, persons attendlag had an eijoyable night
and Dernie's bospltality was much aprreciated.

oy Notes

fhe night sky in lebruary and early March displays
the bright band of the Milky wWay stretching North and
sSouth through the zenith, and some of tne most brilliant
stars in the sky and their highest and most conspicuous
positions. lhe brightest star in the entire sky, Sirius
in Canis Major, is close to the wmeridian and approaciiing
the zenith during evening viewing time. Sirius' bright
appearance 1s due largely to its relative proximity to
our Solar osystem, belng only 8 light years away, aboutl
twice the distance of alpha Centauri, the nearest stiar,
wnilst many ol the stars and star clusters iu the nearby
liilky Way star fields are bundreds or thousands of light
years distance,

The luminosity of Sirius is avout 23 times that of
our dSun and its distaunce of 8 light years means that a
speceship travelling at 40,000 km/hr. would take some
A23U,U00 years to travel from tarth to Sirius.

Ihe bright planets are best seen in the worning sky.
Mars and Saturn now rise pveiore midnight and Jupiter in
tiie early wmoruing hours, close to Venus and sowe 3 hours
betore the Sun,

I'ine Moon

New hioon eb 1 Mar 2
First yguarter Feb 10 wigr 10
Full Moon l'eb 17 Mar 17

Last Quarter I'eb 23 Mar 24
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'or sale

Newtonla rellecting telescope 18 ci aperture
"10s5co" brand, with synclhronous power drive

and equatorial wounting. Nwanerous extras
including both Zoow gnd varlow lenses, three
orthoscopic eye pieces and Sun and moon filters,
All excellent coundition for $300.

Contact John Falwer, 204 hciMahon's itd., Frankston,
tel: T83-206Y8
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MAP 2
FEBRUARY anp MARCH
Feb. 1 9-15 p.m. Mar. 3 7-17 p.m
11 8-38 13 6-37
21 7-58 23 5-58

28 7-20
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