Mornington Peninsula Astronomical Society

Hstrogomical Pociely of Fragksfor fge

MARCH 1984

Morninaton Peninsula Astronomica Societv


http://www.verydoc.com
http://www.verydoc.com

Mornington Peninsula Astronomical Society

Meeldliy, aarch odbi

Ine sypeaker Tor our warcu meeling wil) e Jim Lralnor
of astronomieal dociety of Victouria, who will talk on
Waspects of Llue 1u astronomy". an article entitled “Clocks
and Culendars 1o Astronowy” is Lo be Yound 1a "astrouviy
mapawine for danuary, lvs4 and provides an luteresting
introduction to this month's talk,

Menbers are reminded tuat the Maren meeting will ve
the Society's annual ueneral meeting for 1v84 and an election
of oifice bearers for the coulny year 1s Lu taxke place. ull
members are aguin urged to attend this luportant meeting,

i‘uture Yrogramme ior Socleby Meeblngs

April Lhere will ve no weeting held 1n april 1Yd4 us
the fourth Wednesday in April wilil be a Fublic
lloliday tuis year, Auzac bay, april Zoth.

May Zurd Lhe May meeting will feavure a talk by Yeler lowe
entitled "Urigins of Life in Wuter Space”.

June 27th 1ne telk at the June meeting will be given by
Len lialprin on the subject of the lionash University
ubservatory. It is hoped that a Society visit to
this Observatory will be arranged in the next iew
moutns. '

Soclety News

A talk on ltadio Astronomy was given at the Soclety's
tebruary meeting by Mal wilkinson of Astronomical Seclety ol
Victoria, who described his own activities in counstructing
equipment and making radio wavelengti observations of
Jupiter, including interactions with 1ts closest satellite,
lo, and also radio observations of the Sun and solar tlares.

Mal suggested that it was guite possiule that an amateur
radio observer wigit be the ii1rst to pick up siguals frow an
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pxbra-lerrestrial Intelligence, and donagted two

volunes on
tadiro astronomy to tue boclety for inclusion in

1ts liorary,

Bruce iregasklis reports that he expects to ve
utbeading an Uuserving Yrogrowae at wmt, sStroulo Uvservatory,
Lanberra lryow Marcn 20th to larch 2Yth. Sruce will be one
of a party of three a.5.V. members who will have Lhe use
ol the Ubservatory ilnstruments 1n an observing rrogramie
oun Mlare bturs = stars which uudeggn sudden and unnredictavle
lpcreases 1u brightness. Froxiwe Centaurl, the third star
in the Alpha Centouri system, and tne nearest svar of all,
is one examnle ol a flare star,
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Sky Notes

Comet P/Urommeliu 1313 I, This periodic coment, with
a period of 27 years, will be visible with amateur telescopes
during barch, Comet Cromumelin bas been chosen by Inter-
national iialley Watch as the subject oi a "dry ruan" oi
observations 1n preparation for Comet llalley 1n 1985/86.
ihe period tor the "dry run* is March Z0th to March 3lst
and an epheaeris follows:-

I 4. bec., Mg .

March 15 3h £5.2m -10Y 1lom 8%
“ 20 3L 57.5m -10° 20w T

“ up 4l 30m ~14Y 25m 8.3

e 30 oh 29m -16° b, 4m 8.9

Uccultatiou o1 daturn

Un March olst Satuarn will pass vebind the Movn belweel
020 50 asSt and U3h 4Vm and should provide some lascluatlug
observations through a swmall telescope.

I'he months of March and april see the bright suumer
constellations of laurus, uUrion and Canls Major sinking in
the Wwest, whilst the northern sky between tue zenltl and
the zodiacal constellations of Geminl, Cancer and Leo 1s
occupied vy the very extended constellation ol hydra, the
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water Snake. This long cualn ol stars features one
conspicuous naked eye star, alphard, the “Solitary Une",
or the "Uragon's liead". Alphard has an orange colour
to the naked eye and is situated at Y5 lipgnt years
distance with a luminosity of 110 times that of the Sun.

Flanet Uraph

I'he planet graph is for latitude 3505, but 1s 5
suificiently accurate tor use in lielbourne, latitude 38 5.

(Space for Flanet urarh)

In the late evenlnuy shy the two uvright planets
Saturn and Mars may now ve found in the constellalion ot
Libra. Ve 1984 opposition of blars occurs ou way llth
and at this time Mars will be at 8BU million km lrom
marth, a relatively close opposition which will allow
plenty of opportunities for interesting cbservations ol
gurface features.

Jupiter snd Venus rise in the morning sky and Yoru
couspicuous objects lor tune early morning observer.

I'hhe noon

New soun Mar 2 Arr 1
first Quarter Mar 10 apr Y
tull Muon bar 17 apr 1o
Last gJuarter biar 24 APT 3

Fuit dakidus

"Dynaiax™ telescope v in./locu aperture

with coumpact optical sysleu, 1u as uew

condition witn 2 stauds.

Yrice §l,4u0 U.N.U,

I'or further particulars contact Loy Cox,
¥h, (059) 75-T0U8
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YO JD = 2444080.5

1983 Dec 22 1985 Jan 1%
RA Dec EOT Diam Dist P& Tilt
h = by ' = . . Al = =

Dec 22 17 SB8.1 -23 2% 1.9 32 34 0.984 7.2 -1.8
Jan 4 18 42.4 -23 o5 -3.1 32 35 ©.983 2.4 ~3.0
K 19 26.3 -21 58 -7.5 32 35 ©.983 -2.4 -4.1
21 20 9.3 -29 87 -11.9 32 34 6.984 -7.1 -5.1
34 20 51.6 =17 40 -43.3 32 31 e.985 -11.9% -5.9
Feb 10 21 31.4 -14 Ay -14.3 32 28 e.987 -15.4 -6.4
20 2 40,4 =191 17 -13.%9 32 24 ©.989 -i8.8 -7.0
Har 4 2 4B.4 -7 36 -12.4 32 20 0.991 -21.4 -7.2
11 23 25.5 -3 43 -190.1 32 15 0.993 -23.8 -7.2
24 9 02.% 0 14 -7.3 32 10 0.996 -25.3 17.0
31 e 38.5 4 89 ~-4.3 32 04 0.999 -26.2 -6.6
Apr 10 1 15.0 7 56 -1.4 It 59 1.002 -26.3 -5.9
20 1 52.0 11 3 1.9 31 53 1.005 -2%.7 -5.2
R{: 2 29.7 14 44 - 31 48 1.607 -24.3 -4,2
Hay 19 3 68.3 17 37 3.4 31 44 1.0190 -22.2 -3.2
29 3 47.8 19 58 3.5 31 490 1.012 -19.9 -2.0
30 4 28.2 21 44 2.5 31 36 1.014 -14.1 -9.9
Jun @ 5 09.3 22 54 6.8 31 34 1.019 -12.2 0.4
19 5 5.9 23 25 -1.2 31 32 1.014 -8.0 1.5
29 4 32.4 23 14 -3.4 31 31 1.017 -3.5 2.7
Jul ¢ T 13.4 22 22 -5.2 34 3 t.017 1.0 3.8
19 7 S4.1% 20 S\ -6.3 3¢ 32 1.014 5.5 4.7
29 8 31.8 18 459 -6.5 31 33 1.015% 9.7 5.6
Aug B F 12.4 14 69 -5.7 31 34 1.014 13.4 6.3
i8 9 %0.14 13 67 -3.9 31 39 1.012 V7.1 6.8
28 16 24.% T 47 -1.3 31 43 1.618 206.1 7.1
Sep 7 11 @3.1 & 85 1.9 31 48 1.008 22.6 7.2
17 11 39.0 2 14 5.4 31 53 1.009 24.4 7.2
27 12 15.0 -1 37 8.9 3t 560 1.062 25. 4.9
et 7 2 %4.2 -5 2 12.1 32 04 8.99%9 24.3 6.4
17 13 28.2 -9 15 14.6 32 o9 0.997 24 .1 5.7
27 14 846.% -12 44 14.1 32 1% 8.994 25.2 4.8
qov 4 14 45.3 -15 S8 16.3 32 20 0.991 23.4 3.8
14 1% 25.8 -18 44 15.2 32 24 0.98% 21.1 2.7
26 14 7.7 -20 54 12.7 32 28 8.987 i7.9 1.9
Yec & 16 56.8 -22 29 9.0 32 3% 8.98% 14.0 0.2
14 17 34.8 -23 19 4.4 32 33 6.964 9.7 -1.14
"8 18 19.2 =-23 22 -9.% 32 15 0.983 5.9 -2.3
lan % 19 83.4 -22 38 -5.3 32 3% 9.983 8.1 -3.%
15 19 44.9 -21 1€ -9,3 32 34 0.984 -4.7 -4.4

The Herlidian Passaae of the Sun at Morwell is equal to

12h 1%a (AEST) minus fthe Equation

OF Tinad
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Star Groups for February and March
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FEBRUARY anp MARCH

Feb. 1 9-15 p.m. Mar. 3 7-17 p.m.
11 8-36 13 6-37
21 7-56 23 5-58
28 7-29
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