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the eclipse is through the Coral Sea and the Pacific
Ocean.

A.S,V, Observing Programme at Mt. Stromlo

Bruce Tregaskis, together with other A.S.V. members,
participated in a programme of observations at Mt. Stromlo
in late March. Observations were made of the flare star
Proxima Centeuri, actually the nearest star in the entire
sky, and the magnitude of the star recorded photometrically.
Bruce reported that some difficulty was experienced at
first in the identification of Proxima, due to the substantial
“proper motion" or movement of Proxima relative to the other
stars on the chart, this resulting from its relative close-
ness to Earth.

Sky Notes

The evening sky in late April and May sees the Southern
Cross riding high in the southern sky, and below the Cross
is the bright star Achernar, near the herizon and at the
end of the constellation Eridanus, The Celestial River.

In the northern sky the constellations of Virgoe and
Coma Berenices are at their highest elevation, providing
the best opportunity during the year for locating the
many galaxies in the Virgo Cluster at some 30 millien
light years distance. Below Virgo is the bright yellow
orange star Arturus in the constellation Bootes, the
Herdsman. Arcturus is the fourth brightest star in the
sky and is remarkable in baving a very large “proper motion"
or motien relative to background stars. This results from
the fact that Arcturus is a star from the galactic halo,
which is currently plunging at high speed through the main
plane of the galaxy. As a result of this motion, in some
500,000 years Arcturus will have faded below naked eye
visibility on Earth.

April end May provide excellent opportunities for
observations of Mars, now in one of its closer approaches
to Earth, and in addition the planets Saturn and Jupiter
are available for evening observations.
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Society News

A talk on the observation of variable stars, and
on searching for supernovae in other galaxies, was
presented by Bruce Tregaskis at the Uctober meeting,
Bruce outlined the different types of variable stars
and methods of observing their changing brightnesses,
and made reference to recent observations of a nova, or
exploding star in Sagittarius, which has been observed
by himself and Ken Bryant on a number of occasions.

The observation of variable stars provides the
amateur observer with the opportunity to contribute to
real astronomical research and members who may be
interested in starting off in this field can cunfac+
Bruce or Ken Bryant for further information.

It is hoped that the presently dismantled Ubserv-
atory for the B, J. Smith telescope may be re-erected
in the not too distant future either at an alternative
site in the grounds of the Chisholm Institute, or
rossibly at the Baxter Park site for the proposed
Matthew Flinders Ubservatory. The Baxter Fark site
would be away from the light pollution problems of the
Institute and could act as a useful pilot project for
the operation of a larger Observatory. Sfeve Malone
will be investigating the possibility of such a re-siting
of the Society Ubservatory building.

Sky Notes

The evening skies of November and December yresent
to the observer the spectacle of the bright summer
constellations of @rion, Taurus, Canis Major and Carina
rising in the east, whilst on the opposite side of the
sky the galactic centre constellations of Scorpius and
Sagittarius are disappearing into the evening twilight.

Looking towards Urion in the east we see into the
plane of our Milky Way galaxy, but in a direction
opposite from the central regions, and inte the Orion
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Star Groups for April and May
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Sketch Map of BBQ Site, Baxter Fark
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