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NEWSLEITER - MAY, 1984

Meeting Wednesday, May 23rd

The speaker for the Society's May meeting will be
Peter Lowe, from Geelong, who will speak on the “Origins
of Life in the Universe", Peter is a Society member and
former President who last spoke at a Society meeting in
April, 1983 on the subject of "Quasars".

Viewing Night, Saturday May 26th

An observing night is planned to be held on Saturday,
May 26th, commencing at 7.30 p.m. at the Society's new
Observatory site at Peninsula School, Mt, Bliza. Please
bring your telescope and/or binoculars for what should
be the first astronomical observing carried out on this
site, last month's planned viewing having been cancelled
due to cloud cover. The planets Mars, Jupiter and
Saturn will all be well placed for observation at this
time.

Cranbourne Meteorite Search

: It had been planned for Society members to participate
with the Peninsula Field Naturalists Club in a search for
meteorites in the Cranbourne area on a date in June.
However, advice has now been received from the Field
Naturalists that the intended search area in a sand quarry
is now being commercially worked and is unavailable.
Further research of records is being considered to locate
other possible search areas for a later occasion, and
nembers are informed that a specimen of the Cranbourne
meteorites can be seen on display in the Cranbourne

Shire Offices in Cranbourne. The largest meteorite mass
from the Cranbourne fall, which extended between Pakenhanm
and Pearcedale, was recorded at 3,500 kilograms, and

other specimens are in the National Museum in Melbourne.
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Society News

A 15cm aperture reflecting telescope has been donated
to the Society by a Mr. Ffraser of the Peninsula Field
Naturalists Club following & talk and viewing night provided
by the Society for the Field Naturalists in March this year.
Mr. Fraser is a former member of Astronomical Society of
Victoria whose observing days have had to come to an end
as a result of his advancing years and his kind donation
to A.S.F. will be entitled the "Fraser Telescope".

Sunspots and Auroras

Bruce Tregaskis reports that numerous sunspots have
been visible over recent weeks. As a consequence it is
possible that auroral displays, resulting from charged
particles associated with sunspots striking the Earth's
atmosphere, will be seen in the southern sky. Members
observing such displays are requested to note details of
times, areas, colours, etc. and report these to Bruce
Tregaskis, who acts as Section Director of Astronomical
Society of Victoria's Auroral Section.

Sky Notes

Two of the most conspicuous constellations in the
northern sky at this time of year are Virgo, the Virgin,
followed by Scorpius the Scorpion to the east, whilst
between these two lies the fainter grouping of Libra,
the Scales. This area of the sky is especially interesting
this year as the two bright planets, Mars and Saturn,
are here located close together, As May advances into
June the two planets come steadily closer to the same
line of sight, with Mars edging westwards through Libra
towards Saturn.

This westward motion of a planet across the star field
close to "opposition" or closest approach to Earth, is
known as "retrograding® to distinguish it from the normal
eastward motion of planets across the star field. The
westward motion results from the fact that the outer
planet, in this case Mars, is travelling more slowly than
Earth in its orbit round the Sun and so gets left behind
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as the two planets approack more closely at the time
of opposition, and thus appears to move westwards.
However, as the distance increases agaln the normal
eastward movement across the star field once more
becomes apparent.

Mars at a distance of 80 million kilometres on
11th May is unusually well placed for observation this
year, especially as opposition occurs with the planet
near the zenith in Libra. Identjfigcation of Mars'
gsurface features seen through a teisscope requires both
a chart of the same and a knowledgz 9f the Martian
meridian on the centre of the plansti's disc at the time
of observation. A series of charts in the Czechoslovak
publication “"The Amateur Astronomer™ (Octopus Press)
provides a very good reference to visible surface f
and information on the Martian meridian visible can be
found in the ASV Yearbook and BAA Handbook.

The Moon
New Moon May 31 June 29
First Quarter May 8 June T
Full Moon May 15 June 14
Last Quarter May 23 June 21
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Star Groups for April and May

MAP 3
APRIL anp MAY
Aprl 1 9:23 pm. May 1 7-24 pam.
11 8:43 11 6-45
21 8-04 21 605
30 7-28 31 5:26
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