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Meeting, August 22nd

The Society's August meeting will be held in Room Bl,37
of the Chigholm Institute, McMahon's Rd., Frankson commencing
at 8 p.m. The speaker will be Dr. Wayne Orchiston of
Astronomical Society of Victoria who will talk on “"The Rise
and Fall of the Sydney Observatory". Dr, Urchiston, who is
Director of ASV's Historical Section, will be remembered for
a talk on the last century Australian amateur astronomer
and Comet discoverer, John Tebbutt, which was presented at
a Society meeting in July 1982,

Future Meetings and Speakers

Wednesday, September 26th. Clive Chatfield, Director
of Astronomical Society of Victoria's Instrument Making
Section, will talk on telescope mirror making.,

Wednesday, October 24th., Bill James of ASV, who has
been involved with the planning for the proposed "Starlab"
astronomical satellite, will talk on a subject to be announced,

Wednesday, November 28th. Council of Adult LEducation
lecturer, Ian Sullivan, will speak on "Stonehenge as an
Observatory®,

Society Cbserving Night,

The two nights, Saturday August 25th, or, if cloudy,
Sunday, August 26th, are the nights scheduled for this
month's Observing Night., The arrangements remain the same as
described in the June edition of the Newsletter and a map
showing the route to the site at Peninsula School is to be
found in the centre pages of thet Newsletter, Starting time
will be 7.30 p.w. and portable instruments and binoculars
will be needed to view both deep sky objects and the planets
Jupiter, Saturn and Mars on a night near to New Moon,
Arrangements for the night may be checked with Ken Bryant,
Tel: 789-1590,
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Working Bee at Peninsula School Observatory Site

A working bee at the Society's new Observatory site
is planned to be held on Saturday, September 8th. Details
of the arrangements will be available at the August 22nd
Society meeting.

Society News

At the Society's July meeting Bruce I'regaskis spoke on
his experiences whilst on a recent visit to Mt, Stromlo
Observatory with a group of ASV members. The group was
able to use a 30" aperture Observatory telescope for
observations of Proxima Centauri, the nearest star in the
heavens, which is also a flare star. DBruce also spoke on
the group's visits, whilegt in the A.C.T., to the radio
telescopes at Orroral Valley and the Molonglo Radic Observ-
atory and his talk was illustrated with slides of the
various facilities. A feature of the observing programme
was the use of an image intensifier and Bruce described
the use of this instrument and the more recent use of an
image intensifier on Arthur Higginson's 250 mm aperture
telescope at Mt. Bliza..

An additional item at the July Meeting was the viewing,
on I'.V,, of a videotape recording of the first programme in
Carl Segan's recent "Cosmos" series,

Work on the Society's new Observatory is now proceeding.
At a working bee in July a number of members, under the
direction of Steve Malone, were involved in the laying of
conerete foundations and the construction of a massive
concrete pillar to remound the 25 cm aperture B. J. Smith
telescope. The re-erection of the metal UObservatory
building is expected to proceed in the near future.
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Sky Notes

Recent Discoveries, The past few weeks have seen the
discovery of two comets and a Nova. Uf the two comets, the
first discovery was made by Austin, a New Zealand amateur,
who will be remembered for his discovery of an earlier
comet in 1982. Comet Austin, 19841, has been visible in
the evening sky during late July and early August, but has
now moved too close to the Sun for observation.

The second comet discovery, by Takamizawa of Japan,
was made on July 30th and this comet, 1984j, is located
in Capricornus, This comet is g telescopic object of
about 10th magnitude and is now receding from Earth on
an orbit which apparently remains entirely outside that
of the Earth.

A nova, or exploding star, was discovered by Wakuda
in the constellation of Vulpearla on 24th July The nova
is located at R.A., 19h. 23.9' and Dec.+ 27°16' and is
near the bright star Beta Cygni, or Albireo. At last
report this nova was starting to fade after an extended
period of rising brightness and was about Tth magnitude,
which allows its identification from the Skalnate Pleso
Atlas charts.
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Constellations. The northern part of the evening
sky in late Angust and early September shows the striking
constellation figures of Cygnus, the Swan, and Pegasus,
the flying horse of mythology. Cygnus is also known as
the "Northern Cross® and indeed the cross shape of Cygnus
is both larger and more obvious than that of Crux, the
Southern Cross, the whole constellation being imbedded in
a brilliant section of the Milky Way with a shape remin-
iscent of a Christian cross, seen here inverted, near the
horizon.

The uppermost star of the Nortbern Cross, or Albireo,
is a beautiful binary of contrasting red and blue hues
when viewed through a telescope, whilst Deneb at the
northernmost part of the Northern Cross is a blue Super-
giant situated at about 1500 light years distance.

To the east of Cygnus is the huge quadrilateral of
stars known as the "Great Square of Pegasus", two stars of
which, Beta and Gamma Pegasi, are both variables, whilst
the star in the north—easterly corner, Alpheratz, is
actually part of the adjacent constellation of Andromeda.

Planets., During August and September Saturn remains
visible in the western sky after sunset, whilst Mars now
moves on an eastward path toward Jupiter, which is an
excellent position for observation from our latitudes,
high in the sky in Sagittarius.

In the early evening sky Mercury, which was a

conspicuous naked eye object in late July, is now
approaching the Sun, whilst the brilliant light of the
planet Venus becomes visible above the evening twilight
during the course of September.

Tfhe Moon
New Moon Aug. 27 Sept. 25
First Quarter Aug., 4 Sept., 2
Full Moon Aug, 12 Sept. 10

Last Quarter Aug. 20 Sept,. 18
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Star Groups for August and September
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International Halley Watch
Amateur Observers’ Manual
for Scientific Comet Studies

Join the International Halley Watch and make @
genuine contribution to astronomical research!

Here's your chance to participate in the International Halley
Watch and 1o learn the fine points ol amateur observation. Com-
missioned by NASA, this exciting manual includes special in-
structions on visual vhservations, photometry, and meteor obser-
vations. Of special value are a daily ephemeris for Comet Halley
for June, 1985, to May, 1987, and 19 star charts accurately show-
ing its path in the sky from November, 1885, through May, 1986
It contains all the forms, instructions, and explanations needed to
report your observations of Halley to international headguarters.
But why wait until 19857 It's also an excellent guide for studying
any other comet, at any time

Be a par! of this major evenl and make your mark in amateur as-
tronomy. Gel your International Halley Watch guide today!

Order 48308 |HW CUIDE <5 $8.95

Mass, remdenty pd 5% salos tax Foraign sdd 10% lor postege  Forelgn payments mist be o
U 5 funds drawn on U5, banks or by internations! Money Order  Lss Lhe order form in the
cantsr of this lseus, or wirils o:

SKY PUBLISHING CORPORATION
49 Bay State Road, Cambridge, Mass. 02238-1280

Peter Norman,
16 Shelbourne Crt.,

Mornington, 3931.

I am interested in obtaining a copy of
International Halley Watch Amateur Observers
Manual,

Name oo oo oo »

Address ..
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