Mornington Peninsula Astronomical Society

ASIRONUMAICAL SUCIETY OF FRANKSTON INC.

NIWSLETTFR JANUARY/FLBRUARY 1986

Meeting, Wednesday lFebruary 12th

The Society's February meeting will be held on
Wednesday, February l2th, commencing at 8 p.m. The
meeting will be held in Room F.6 of the Upper School,
Peninsula School, Mt., Eliza and members are reminded
that this and subsequent Society meetings are to be
held on the 2nd Wednesday, NUI the 4th Wednesday of
the month,

The speaker for this meeting is to be Arthur
Higginson, who will present an illustrated talk on
Halley's Comet, a subject on which he bhas recently
spoken to a local business and professional organization.

Meeting, Wednesday March 12th

It is planned to conduct this meeting as a
symposium on the Autumn Night Sky with a variety of
speakers from the Society's membership.

Meeting, April 9th

As this meeting date is close to the time when
Halley's Comet is at its nearest approach to karth,
and when observing conditions from Australia will be
at their best, it is planned to hold this meeting as
an Observing Night at the Peninsula School site,

Hobart Amateur Astronomers Convention

The 1986 National Australian Convention of Amateur
Astronomers is to be held in Hobart over the Easter Long
Weekend. Members interested in attending the Convention
may be able to participate in a special package tour
arranged by Astronomical Society of Victoria for a
limited number of persons. For particulars, contact

Daryl Martin of ASV, Ph.551-4833 or Bruce Tregaskis,
Ph. 787-2444.

Morninaton Peninsula Astronomical Societ


http://www.verydoc.com
http://www.verydoc.com

Mornington Peninsula Astronomical Society

= B <

OUbserving Night for February

The February Observing Night is scheduled for
Saturday, February 16th at the Observatory site,
Peninsula School, commencing at 8.30 p.m, If the
Saturday is cloudy then Sunday, February l6th will be
subgtituted for the Ubserving Night. February 15th
is just prior to First (uarter Moon and should allow
observation of interesting lunar features in the early
evening and deep sky objects later on. It may also be
possible to glimpse Mercury low on the western horizon
soon after sunset.

Society News

The Society's November meeting was conducted as
the Annual General Meeting and an election of Office
bBearers for the forthcoming yeer was held with the
following result:-—

President Peter Norman
Vice-President Bruce Tregaskis
Treasurer Feter Brown
Secretary Don Legpett
Committee Members Ken Bryant

Doug Corke

Jim Drewery

Tony Hales

John Palmer

Also at the November meeting Ken Harrison of the
Astrophotographic Section, Astronomical Society of
Victoria, provided an entertaining and absorbing talk
on astrophotographic techniques for the amateur. The
talk was illustrated with numerous slides taken by Ken
of deep sky objects, the Moon and Jupiter, all of which
impressed members with their very high quality. Ken
quoted a figure of only one photograph out of every
fifty taken which wes regarded by Section members as
being completely satisfactory. However, he said, negatives
were never thrown away as they provided a possible record
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of undiscovered novae, or comets, or of asteroids in
transit across the star field.

Ken emphasised the necessity of accurate alignment
of the polar axis of the telescope mounting for satis-
factory tracking and photography and referred to the
problem of field rotation caused by inaccurate alignment.
The remarkable improvement in film speed which can be
obteined by gas hypering of film was illustrated by
comparison photos of the same objects, and the possible
use of photographs of star fields as star charts was
also suggested by Ken.

The Society's Christmas bbQ and Ubserving Night
held this year in Kalorama Fark in the Landenongs
proceeded as planned despite torrential train during
the course of the afternoon of December Tth. As the
site provided BBy facilities under cover only minor
inconvenience was caused by the wet weather and members
enjoyed a variety of tasty fare provided by Jobn and
Lorna Falmer and others.

As the sky darkened after sunset, breaks in the
cloud allowed observations with naked eye,binoculars,
and a small telescope of stars, star clusters and also
of Halley's Comet, then placed near the Great Square of
Pegasus, resulting in the day and evening being pronounced
an overall success by members present.

A successful (bserving Night was held on Saturday,
January 1lth at Feninsula School Ubserving Site when skies
cleared after days of cloud and rain to provide memvers
with views of numerous deep sky objects in a dark moonless
sky. The night was well attended and telescopes used
included a 30 cm aperture Dobsonian, a 20cm Meade and
25cm Newtonian, together with smaller telescopes and
binoculars.

Sky Notes

Comet linlley. is now close to perihelion, or closest
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approach te the Sun, which occurs on February Yth at a
distance of 0,59 Astronomical units frowm the Sun and as
a result it is now too close to the Sun's ylare for
observation. Comet Halley will reappear in the early
morning, pre-dawn, sky at the end of February close to
the north-eastern horizon and to the right, or east, of
the stars Alpha and Beta Capricornii. During March it
will continue to move across Capricornius and inte
Sagitterius, advancing ever higher into the southern
sky for the best observing period due in late March
and April. Numerous cbservations of Comet Halley were
made by various members up until early January when it
was on the limit of naked eye visibility as seen from
Mt. wmliza by Bruce Tregaskis and Jim I'rainor of ASV.

Flanets. The evening skies of early 1986 are
remarkable for the lack of bright planets, for as Jupiter
sinks into the Sun's glare only the innermost planets
Mercury and Venus may perhaps be glimpsed on the western
horizon, with Mars, Saturn, Uranus and Neptune all rising
after midnight,

Constellations. The evening sky during February
and early March displays the bright band of the Milky
Way, the plane of our galaxy, extending from North to
South through the zenith, where Sirius, the brightest
star in the entire heavens, shines brilliantly above
Orion with its two supergiant stars Rigel and betelyeuse.
Below Osion and to the north may be seen Taurus, the
Bull, with the well-known Pleiades, or Seven Sisters,
cluster some 500 light years from us. Low in the north,
the brilliant yellow star Capella, in Auriga, the
Charioteer, shfues, whilst to the left, or west of Cgpella
may be seen the star Epsilom Aurigae, an enormous star
with a diameter estimated to be similar to that of our
entire Solar System. In the west, the constellation eof
Cetuns, the Whale, and Pisces the Fish, are setting, whilst
in the Seutherm sky the bright Milky Way etar fields ef
Caripa, the Ship's heel, and Centaurus the Centaur,
eavelop the small constellatien of Crux, the beuthera
Cross with our twe satellite galaxies, the Magellanic
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Clouds, high im the sky.

The Meoonm

New Moom
First Quarter
Full Meom
Last Quarter

Feb 9
Feb 16
Feb 24
Mar J
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Star Groups for February and March
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