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MEETING, WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 1llth

The Society's February Meeting will be held on

February llth. in Room F.6 of the Upper Schoecl , Peninsula
School, Mount Eliza commencing at 8 pm. The speaker will be
Daryl Martin - the Director of the Meteorite Section of the
Astronomical Society of Victoria. Daryl will present an
illustrated address entitled "Meteor Observing" - a paper
which he presented at the October 1986 one-day Seminar at
Lincoln Institute organi sed by the A.S.V. called "Observational
Astronomy for Amateurs". Daryl will also speak about the recent
search for a meteorite which landed in the Mansfield region
which has received publicity in the media- see over-page.

Bob Heale will also demonstrate his new 10" Newtonian.

OBSERVING NIGHT, SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 28th.

This will be held at the Observatory at Peninsula School
commencing at 8p.m. (or when dark) or if clouded out, on Sunday
March 1lst. Members enjoyed using the B.J.Smith telescope on a
very clear night on Sunday Feb.lst. We also used Jason Wherry's

Newtonian reflector to good advantage.

SOCIETY NOTES

We congratulate Darren Crerar and his wife on the birth
of our youngest "astronomer", Daniel Crerar on Dec. 29th..

Other interesting items regarding Society members are
printed in the February Newsletter which will be distributed at

the February meeting. We thank Mary Cabena for her typing in

spite of her recent injury!
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By LOUISE BELLAMY

About 8.3¢ pm on 19 December a
brilliant shooting star was seen
against the bright sky in central
Victoria. According to some as-
tronomers, it was probably a me-
teorite that had hit the earth's
surface.

The director of the meteorite
section of the Astronomical Soci-
ety of Victoria, Mr Daryl Martin,
said yesterday that the eonly
kpown meteorite recovered in
Victoria was discovered in
Murchinson In 1968.

This weekend a group eof
astronomers from the society,
the National Association of Plan-
etary Observers and students
frem Victeria Cellege are inter-
viewing prespective witnesses
of the meteor — pemmoanly
known as 2 shosting stars —
within a #é-kilemetire radius of
central Victeria. Astrenemers

Looking for the
remains of
a shooting star

will research the area from Lake
Nillahcottie (near Lake Elldon)
in the west, Tolmie in the east,
and Mansfield in the south. Mr
Martino sald it was not poessible to
specify the most northerly point
the meteorite could have been
spotted.

He said that on a clear night an
average of 15 meteors could be
seen every hour. They usually
burst eut befere reaching the
earth’s surface. That s0 many
people either saw the meteorite
or felt its impact en 19
December indicated that it was

exceptionally large, be said.

He bad recelved more than 1M
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reports of sightings of the mete-
orite, ranging from details absut
its size to descriptions of house
windows shuddering. Wild ani-
mals within the 40-kilometre ra-
dius earmarked for the
weekend's research reportedly
clawed at the walls of farm
houses when the meteorite was
falling to the ground.

Mr Martin stressed that {t was
believed that enly fragments of
the meteorite could have hii the
ground and that more proof was
seeded before researchers
would begin looking for fallen
fragments. The metesrite, If
recovered, could be made up of
stone, carbon, nickel or iren.

Mr Martia hoped astrensmers
would recover fragments be-
cause they were always in poed
of mere information te aid i scl-
entific research 4o pnalyse how
the selar gystem was formed.

Picture: CRAIG ABRAHAM

Amateur astronomer Darrell Martin shows off his $5000 telescope: he is part of a search party
looking for fragments of a meteorite that landed in the Mansfield region.
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