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MEETING, WEDNESDAY, APRIL Bth

The April meeting is to be held in
Room F.6 of the Upper School, Peninsual 5chool,

Mt. Eliza commencing at 8 p.m. UOur speaker will
be Jim Trainor of A.5.V. Current Phenomena
Section who will talk on "Nova Search" - the

search of selected regions of the sky for stars
which have undergone an explosive increase of
brightness. This is especially topical at the
present with a probable naked eye supernova in
the large Magellanic Cloud.

The April meeting will also include a
Special General Meeting for the purpose of
clarifying the Society's fees for the forth-
coming year.

MEETING, WEDNESDAY, MAY 13th

It is expected that Barry Adcock of A.S5.V,
will talk on the 1986 opposition of ilars, which
was one of the closest possible approaches of
Mars to Earth.

UBSERVING NIGHT, SATURDAY, APRIL 4th

An Observing Night will be held at the
Observatory on Saturday, April 4th starting at
7.30 p.m. The night is two days before First
Quarter Moon and will allow observation of
lunar features before moonset at 9.30 approx.

Saturn and the galaxies in Leo and VYirgo will
be visible later in the evening. Should
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Saturday be clouded out then Sunday, April 5th
will become the UObserving Night.

SOCIETY MOTES

The speaker at the February meeting was
Daryl fartin of Astronomical Society of Victoria
Meteor Section. Daryl described the activities
of the Meteor Section and the recording of
nbservaticns which are made avallable to the
Mational Association of Planetary Observers and
from there to varlous 1nternational organlizations
conducting meteor research. He described the
nbserving and recording of meteors in terms of
their brightness, colour, presence or otherwise
of a "train", their angle in the sky and the
counting of meteor numbers seen.

A list is available of 118 meteor streams,
or showers, but it is thought there are many more
showers of only telescopic brightness still be be
recorded.

The use of 2 or more observers with a sepa-
ration of 40 km or more allows determination of
heights of metecrs, and Daryl referred to the
use of tape recorders for recording observations
without the need to look away from the sky.

The type of form used by ASV for recording of
meteors was shown to the meeting and Daryl made
reference to "Gnomic" charts, developed by a
Helgian oroup, which allows the drawing of meteor
paths as a straight line across these "Gnomic"
charts., An invitation to members to participate
in Meteor observing was made and many members
signed a regquest form for obtaining further
information.

Daryl and other members of the Meteor Section
have recently been investigating the observation
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clecared to a better transparency.

Society Member and Committee Member
Clive Nicholls was married on Sunday, April 5th;
this perhaps explaining why he did not appear
for Saturday Aoril 4th's Observing Night. Clive
and his young bride have been familiar faces at
numerous Society meetings and functions and the
best wishes of all members are extended to them
both for their future life together. We look
forward to seeing them both many times in the
future.

Astronomical Convention, Queen's Birthday
Wleekend. An Astronomical Convention, to be held
at Rusden College over this year's Queen's
Birthday weekend, Saturday June 6th to Monday,
June 8th, is being organized by ASV and other
Victorian Astronomical Societies. The convention
is expected to feature Andrew Prentic, noted
Monash University theorist on the history of the
Solar System, as a keynote speaker, and further
papers, or "Poster Papers" are invited for pres-
entation at the Convention. Further details will
be available prior to the Convention.

Directory of Space Organizations. A direct-
ory of organizetions in Australia and New Zealand
in some way associated with Space is being com-
piled by Astratech Communications of Burnley.

OQur Society has an entry in this Directory, tuwo
copies of which per annum may be obtained for
$10 from Box 83; Burnley 3121.

SKY NOTES

. Supernova in Larqge Magellanic Cloud, SN13987A.
The supernova has now been under observation for
some two months and has exhibited a slow but
definite increase of brightness to around
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magnitude 3.3. Whether this heralds, as suggested,
a further and larger increase in brightness to
that of a 1st magnitude star remains uncertain.

Comet Wilson is now high in the Southern
Sky in late April, passing close to the Small
Magellanic Cloud, and later close to the Large
Magellanic Cloud, presenting a combination of
Comet, Supernova and the Cloud itself to binocular
view (see Bob Heale's ehart for this). Magnitude
of the comet as observed in late April appears to
be somewhat less than the ephemeris prediction;:
however, Comet Wilson is still the brightest comet
sirice. Comet Halley in 1986.

Constellations. The northern sky on May
evenings shows the constellations of Lea, Virgo
and B88tes with their respective leading stars
Reqgulus, Spica and Arcturus, this region having
the greatest number of galaxies visible to amateur
observers, in the Virgo and Coma clusters.

Further to the east the familiar and character-
istic shape of Scorpius, the Scorpion, is rising,
perhaps one of the few constellations showing a
real resemblance to the object or creature it is
named after. The Southern Cross and Pointers, nouw
high in the sky, look down on Achernar and the
Magellanic Clouds near the southern horizon,
whilst Canopus, second brightest star in the sky
after Sirius, sinks towards the west. Careful
viewing of the bright stars shows that they have
different colours, Canopus for instance being
bluish~white, whilst Antares in Scorpius is a
distinct orange-red. ‘These colours represent
real differences in surface temperatures, the
blue stars being hotter and orange or red stars
cooler, while both exist in a range of sizes from
giant to dwarf.

Antares (its name means "Rival of Mars! 18,
in fact, one of the largest of all stars, a
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STUP PRESS

Naked Eye Nowva, or Supernova, in Large liegallanic
Cloud

A Nova, or exploding star, has been discovered
in the Large Magellanic Cloud by Liller in Chile
and Albert Jones in New Zealand. The object, which
was around 4th magnitude on 25th February, is
close to the Tarantula Nebula at Bh 5h.35.4 and
Dee. - 69° 10'., Identification as either Super-
nova or Nova remains uncertain at 28th February,
but +t appears likely to be a Supernova, an
exploding star with brightness of about 100 million
times that of the Sun. If so, this would seem to
be the brightest Supernova seen since the bth
magnitude Supernova was observed in the Andromeda
Galaxy in 1885 - 102 years ago.
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