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MEETING WEODNESDAY APRIL Bth

Uur speaker for this meeting is to be
Jim Trainor of ASV, who will speak on Nova Search,

a topic of which Jim has personal experience over
@ number of years.

The possibility of amateur astronomers
making discoveries of novae, or exploding stars,
is well demonstrated by Rev. Bob Evans of NS
who has discovered several supernovae in
external galaxies in recent years, and by other
amateurs who have discovered numerous novae
over past decades. It is to be noted. that the
present supernova in the Large Magellanic Cloud

was discovered independently by Albert Jones, a
New Zealand amateur.

The meeting, to be held in Room FB6 of the
Upper School, Peninsula School, Mt. Eliza, will
commence at 8 p.m. and will include a Special

Leneral lleeting to clarigy the Society's annual
fees.

MEETING WEDNESDAY MAY 13th

The llay meeting, to be held at the same
venue and hour, will feature Barry Adcock of

ASV as speaker, with his topic Mars and the
1986 oppositiaon.

UBSCRVING MIGHT, SATURDAY MAY 2nd

An Observing Night will be held at the
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Ubservatory on Saturday, llay 2nd, starting at
7.30 p.m. Comet Wilson will be in the region
of the Large IMagellanic Cloud at this time at
around 4th magnitude, and the Supernova will
also be visible in the Cloud at a brightness
which remains uncertain.

In the northern sky Saturn and the galaxies
in the Virgo region will be visible. If Saturday
is clouded out Sunday, fay 3rd will become the
Observing WNight.

SOUCTIETY NEWS

The talk at the March meeting, given by
Peter Norman, was on the theme of Cosmology, or
the History and Future of the Universe. Peter
reviewed Mankind's ideas on the overall structure
of the Universe, starting with Aristotle's
belief in crystal spheres surrounding the Earth,
supposedly carrying the various heavenly bodies,
and, leading on through Arab thecries to Kepler's
lawus of planetary motion, derived from analysis
of his patron Tycho Brahe's observations.

Later, Newton's gravitational theories led
on to the idea of 'curved! space in Einstein's
Relativity theories and the discovery of the
'Red Shift' of light from the galaxies produced
the idea of the expanding Universe and the 'Big
Bang' as the origin of the Universe.

The 'Big Bang' theory has recently been
modified with the idea of an initial 'Little
Big Bang', followed after a tiny fraction of a
second by the full 'Big Bang', whilst ideas of
the curvature of space have now changed, with
Space thought to be flat, but not infinite,
in a Universe of age around 15,000 million years.,
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Also at the March meeting Arthur Higginson
showed a number of slides of the Supernova in
the Large Magellanic Cloud taken by himself at
his Mt. Eliza Observatory, together with a
further display of slides of the November transsit
of Mercury.

ITdeas for Society Fund Raising are being
considered by the Committee and to this end a
Fund Raising Theatre Night is planned to be
held in August to view the movie, "The Light
Horsemen",

SKY NOTES

Supernova in Large fflagellanic Cloud 1987A.
This Supernova, the only naked eye supernova
since the bth magnitude object in the Andromeda
galaxy 102 years ago in 1885, has now been under
observation for some 4 weeks, Classification
of the Supernova as Classl or Class II, however,
remains uncertain. Supernovae Class I are
thought to be older stars, whilst Class II
Supernovae originate from blue supergiants in
the younger, spiral arm, sections of galaxies.
Although SN 1887A has been stable at around
4th magnitude for some time, it is thought that
brightness could still increase up to that of
Sirius, the brightest star in the sky. Sirius
is at 8 light years distance and the Large
Magellanic Cloud at over 150,000 light years,
giving some indication of the tremendous
energies involved in a supernova explosion,

Whetehr the suggested brightening occurs
or not, the Supernova will certainly remain
visible for some time to naked eye and small
telescope.
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Comet Wilson. Comet Wilson, 19861, is
following a similar course at a similar time of
year and at a similar brightness to Halley's
Comet in 1986 and can now be located in the
Southern sky. The ephemeris in the February
Newsletter is now continued as follows:-

R.A. Dec. Mag.

May 5 6h 49m -64° 58 4.4
15 8 02 -3B89 57 Sl

25 B8 25 -23 38 S B

June 4 8 38 -15 00 6.6
14 B 47 - 9 45 i

24 8 S5 - 6.21 7.9

July 4 9 03 - 4 02 B.4

Constellations. The skies of Autumn are
the best time of year for viewing and exploring
the clusters of galaxies in the constellations
of Virgo, Coma and Leo, which are now to be
seen above the northern horizon.

Despite the problems caused in our area by
the sky glow of Melbourne to the north, many
of the brighter galaxies can be located in
amateur instruments with the aid of a suitable
chart.

The brilliant section of the Milky Way in
Carina, Crux and Centaurus is now high in the
zenith with numerous star clusters and bright
and dark nebulae.

The brightest nebula in the area is central
around the star Eta Carinae and the so-called
Keyhole Nebula. The star Eta Carinae itself
is a star with a remarkable history which could
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at any time become another supernova. Now just
below naked eye visibility, in the mid-19th
century Eta was amongst the very brightest stars
in the sky, second only to Sirius itself,
Through the telescope Eta is now seen to be
surrounded by a tiny bright orange coloured
nebulosity, evidently the result of an explosive
process in the past. It is thought that dust

in the nebulosity prevents much of the light of
Eta Carinae from leaving the star's region, and
that Eta, even now, is actually one of the most
highly luminous stars in our CGalaxy with a
luminosity in the infra-red some 6 million times
that of the Sun.

Interestingly, the current Supernova in the
LMC is thought to have cut off an opaque dust
cloud, presently limiting its brightness,
drawing another similarity of Eta Carinae to a
Supernova. An article in 'Sky and Telescope'
of January, 1987 provides much information, and
history, on Eta Carinae.

Planets. In the autumn of 1987 Saturn is
rising in the Eastern sky after Mars sets in the
west. Uranus and Neptune are binocular objects
in the late evening, whilst Venus and Jupiter
are now brilliant objects in the pre-dauwn.

Until late Aoril [Mercury also may be located in
the morning twilight.

THE MOON
First (uarter lfiay B June 4
Full Moon Apr 14 May 13
Last Uuarter Apr 20 May 20

New lMoon Apr 28 May 27
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PRECISION
OPTICS

MEADE RETAIL PRICE LIST

— SCHMIDT - CASSEGRAINS -

2045 LX3 Cassegrain 2100.00
2080 GEM HIC Cassegrain 2875.00
2080 FLX3 EMCG FLD MDL 4750.00
2120 GEM HTC Cassegrain 5500.00
2120 LX3 HTC MCG FLD 6995.00
2047 GUIDESCOPE 2087 2250.00

' BRKT Separate for above &675.00
2048 GUIDESCOPE 2120 2200.00
BRKT separate for sbove 699.00
214 PG GUIDESCOPE 315.00
FORK MOUNT 2045 1400.00
2080 OPTICAL TUBE 2400.00
2080 FORK MOUNT 2995.00
2120 DPTICAL TUBE 5500.00
2120 FORK MOUNT 3750.00

— REFLECTING TELESCOPES —

& inech FB Incl. Drive 2175.00
B inch F6 Incl. Drive 2500.00
DSI0A F4.5% Incl. Drive 2695.00
DSI6 F4.5 Incl. Drive 5550.00
B8 inch Research 5500.00
10 inch Research 6500.00
12 1/2 inch Research 9250.00

A DIVISION OF SCIENCE WORLD PTY. LTD.

Mornington Peninsula Astronomical Society

Meade

THE LEADER'S EDGE

138 r Parade
LEED ALE BOOT PERTH
Western Australia

=
@:’l (O9) 382 2989
Talex AASZ189

BINOCULARS - MICROSCOPES - TELESCOPES - MAGNIFIERS - NIGHT VISION DEVICES - FIBRE OPTICS

LENSES - PRISMS - LASERS
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