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MEETING WEDNESDAY, MAY 13th

The ilay meeting will feature a talk on
the 14966 opposition of llars by Barry Adcock,
Director of ASV's lLunar and Planetary Section.
The 1286 opposition was one of the closest
possible approaches of ilars and Earth, at a
distance of some 60 million km only, and
Barry's skills at astrophotography, as seen
by members on previous occasions, will no
doubt be on show again with Mars the subject.

The meeting in Room F.6 of the Upper
School, lMt. Eliza, will commence at B p.m.

UBSERVING NIGHT SATURDAY NMAY 30th

An Observing Night will be held at the
Observatory, Peninsula School, PMt. Eliza on
Saturday May 30th commencing at 7.30 p.m.

The outer planets, Saturn, Uranus and Neptune
will all be visible in the same eastern region
of the sky and Comet Wilson should be visiblse
in the western part of Hydra after sunset.
Should Saturday be clouded, then Sunday

May 31st will be the Ubserving Night for the
month,

SOCIETY NEWS

The speaker at the Society's April meeting
was Jim Trainor, Director of ASV's Current

Phenomena Section, who spoke on the subject
of Novae and Searching for Novae, a very
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topical theme a few weeks after the discovery
of the naked eye supernova in the Large
Magellanic Cloud.

Jim outlined the types of processes which
may cause a star to suddenly blaze forth as a
Nova, with an enormous increase in its light,
an increase which in the case of ordinary Novae
may be up to 100,000 times and for a Supernova
as much as 100 million times, and which may
occur in as little as one day.

Such explosive increases in light may be
brought about by unstable nuclear reactions
within the star's interior, causing a vast shell
of highly luminous material to be blown from the
star, a process which may then be repeated at a
later date. Alternatively, a nova type increase
of brightness may result from the transfer of
hydrogen from one star to another in a binary
system consisting of a main sequence star and a
white dwarf, hydrogen from the main star
impacting on its white dwarf companion and
causing an explosive increase of light.

Some 25 Novae are thought to occur within
our Milky Way galaxy every year; however, only
a few of these actually become visible due to
the large amount of dust in the plane of the
Milky Way, and the enormous distances, up to
some 30,000 light years, to the further edge of
our galaxy.

Jim described his own experiences of search-
ing for Novae in a selected area of Carina, and
recommended binoculars as much the most suitable
instrument for Nova Search, binoculars providing
a far wider field of view than a telescope for
this type of observing.
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of a very bright meteor seen in northern Victoria
on December 22nd last and from which it is thought
material may have fallen to Earth. DOaryl described
this meteor as a fireball brighter than the Full
Moon and as having produced Sonic Booms, Thuds

and whistling sounds.

Reference was made to a meteor shower
associated with Comet Grigg-Skjellerup, a periodic
comet returning every 5 years, with a maximum
number of meteors expected to be seen between
21st and 26th April this year. [lembers were
invited to participate in observations of this
shower, the results of which will be passed on to
the European Space Agency.

For further information on feteor (Observing
Daryl Martin may be contacted through P.U. Box 44,
Bentleigh East.

Also at the February meeting Bob Heale
provided a demonstration of his 25cm aperture FG
Newtonian reflector recently acquired from Astro-
Optical Ltd in a kit form and already used at a
Society Observing Night. Bob pronounced himself
very pleased with the operation of this telescope,
which he described as a credit to Australian
production.

Bob also provided for members' use computer
generated charts of the track of asteroid Astraea,
whieh is in Cancer between February and iMay, and
passes in front of the famous Praesepe star
cluster in late March. In addition, a descriptive
sheet of objects in the constellation Puppis,
visible to naked eye, binoculars and telescope
was distributed by Bob to members present.
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Arthur Higginson, who observed and also
photographed the transit of Mercury which occurred
on November 13th 1986, showed a number of black
and white photos of the event to the meeting.
These prints clearly showed the dark black disc
of planet llercury against the Sun's limb and
were taken with Arthur's Springfield mounted
telescaope at his Mt. Eliza Observatory.

GUEEN'S BIHTHDAY WEEK-END SEMINAR

A workshop and lecture programme for the
Yueen's Birthday week-end is being planned by
ASY., The venue will be the Lincoln Institute,
Swanston S5t. and members may attend, and, if
they wish, arrange to chair meetings and lead
discussions.

Further details at a later date.

SKY NOTES

Constellations. The bright band of the
Milky Way may be seen passing high across the
sky on llarch and April evenings with the brilliant
Carina section near the zenith. To the west,
Urion is rapidly sinking to the horizon, whilst
on the Eastern horizeon the familiar shape of
Scorpius the Scorpion is re-appearing.

Uue WNorth is the constellation of Leo the
Lion, with its characteristic upside down "Sickle"
shape on its western side. Below Leo may be seen
faint stars belonging to the northern constell-
ation of Ursa Major, the Great Bear. To the
east of Leo is the Y shape of Virgo the Virgin,
with the bright bluish white star Spica.

Leo, Virgo and the group Coma Berenices
below Virgo all contain numercous galaxies within
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reach of amateur telescopes. flany of these are
plotted in Norton's Star Atlas and a detailed map
of the central porticn of the Virgo cluster can
be found in Burnham's Celestial Handbook, p.2075,

The constellation of Coma Berenices or
"Berenice's Hair", named after Berenice, {ueen
of Ptolemy III of Egypt (246-221 B.C.), is a
shimmering group of faint stars best seen in
binoculars, the group being, in fact, a nearby
star cluster seen from a distance of saome 250
light years.

Planets. Mars remains visible in the western
sky for an hour or so after sunset until August.
However, its apparent diameter of around 4 seconds
of arc is but a small fraction of its diameter at
opposition last year and no surface features will
be easily distinquishable.

Saturn is rising in the later evening sky and
will become well placed for viewing later this year.

Uranus and Neptune rise socon after Saturn and
in a month or so will become easy to locate in
binoculars or telescope.

In the morning sky Venus is a brilliant object
befoere sunrise and Mercury also may be seen before
dawn in March and April.

THE MOON

Figst Huarter April 6 May B

Full Moon flarch 15 Agr 14

Last Quarter ftarch 22 Apr 20

New Moon March 29 Apr 28
President Peter Norman Ph.(059) 75-3040
Vice-President Bruce Tregaskis 787-2444
Treasurer Peter Brown 789-5679

Secretary Don Leggett (059) B85-4827
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