Mornington Peninsula Astronomical Society

ASTRONOMICAL SOCIETY OF FRANKSTON INC.

P,0. BOX 596 FRANKSTON 3199

NEWSLETTER NOVEMBER 1988

MEETING WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER Sth

The speaker at our November meeting will be
Jim Trainor of ASV who will talk on the production
of, and terminology used in, the ASV's Astro-
nomical Yearbook.

Jim is one of the principal persons involved
in the production of this high quality publication
an invaluable aid to the observer at the telescope
with information on solar system phenomena of all
kinds, Jim is also a regular speaker at our
meetings and can be expected, as always, to
provide an informative and entertaining discussion

The meeting will be held in Room F6 of the
Upper School, Peninsula School, Mt. Eliza,
commencing at 8 p.m.

The NASA movie about planet Mars will also be shown.

The meeting will also have the function of
being the Society's Annual Ceneral Meeting for
1988, with an election of Office Bearers for 1989
to be held, wusing the nomination forms previously-:
distributed for this purpose.

DECEMBER BBOQ AND UBSERVING NIGHT, SATURDAY
DECEMBER 10th

The Society's Annual BBQ for 1988 is to be
held at the home of Arthur and Helen Higginson,
30 Meadow Lane, Mt. Eliza on Saturday December 10th
Members will remember the enjoyment of previous



http://www.verydoc.com
http://www.verydoc.com

Mornington Peninsula Astronomical Society

w D ow

BBAs and Star Parties at this: delightful location,
the site of Arthur's Observatory and Springfield
mounted telescope. As usual, the evening will

be on a "Bring your Own" basis for food, drink,
portable BBUs, picnic tables and chairs, and,

for the Star Party afterwards, portable telescopes
of all kinds. Friends and family will also be
very welcome.

OBSERVING NIGHT, SATURDAY NOVEMBER 12th

An Observing Night will be held on Saturday,
November 12th, weather permitting, or on the
following Sunday November 13th if Saturday is
clouded. :

UOnce again the planet Mars, still not long
past its very close opposition in September,
will be a prime object of interest, with a
diameter in the telescope of around 17 arc
seconds, equal to the maximum of the quite close
opposition of 1984,

Also visible will be the galaxy rich sky in
Fornax and Eridanus, and rising in the east the
brilliant summer constellations of Orion, Canis
Major and Carina.

Please bring portable instruments to the
Playing Field above the old Observatory site.

SOCIETY NEWS

The talk at the Society's October meeting
was given by Reg Lawrence of Astronomical Society
of Victoria, an enthusiastic authority on, and
collector of meteorites and tektites, the pieces
of rock and metal moving within the Solar System
which on occasion impact the Earth's atmosphere,
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sometimes with a spectacular display, and have
a sufficient mass to survive a fiery descent

to Earth's surface. Reg described meteorites
as bodies originating in interplanetary or
interstellar space, and tektites as bodies
first hurled into space by impacts on the Moon,
or Earth, and then striking the Earth's surface
after burning through our atmosphere.

Reg's talk was accompanied by numerous
slides of meteorites and tektites, many of his
own personal collection, and of impact sites
of meteorites.

Of absorbing interest was his display case
of meteorites and tektites from many sites,
including some from the 1969 Murchison, Victoria
meteorite fall, and others from Indochina,
Imilac in the Chilean desert, and especially
a black "Australite" of symmetrical shape
obtained from the Port Campbell area, which Reg
had obtained for the sum of $2,000 from its
finder.

Reg discussed the probable origins of
meteoritic material from comets, themselves
originating in the so-called "Oort" cloud in
interstellar space beyond the limits of the
Solar System, and. provoked the remarkable thought
that his display of meteorites had their origin
in the space between the stars.

The Society's Fund Raising Casserole Dinner
held at the home of Jan and Peter Brown on
Saturday 15th October proved to be a considerable
success with some 30 members and partners attending

Winner of the door prize of a magnum of
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champagne was veteran astronomer Alan Fraser
with his daughter Grace. The generosity of
Jan and Peter and the efforts and assistance
of other members should provide a useful boost
to Society funds in addition to the pleasure
of a night of social activity.

At the Display of Equipment meeting held
on Wednesday October 26th a wide range of
equipment was displayed by a number of members.
These included Steve Malone's 30 cm thin plate
glass mirror in the course of figuring, and a
range of completed telescopes, home made and
commercial, from Clive Nicholls' fork mounted
15 cm to Aubrey Mathers' 20 cm Newtonian and
David Murray's 20 cm Mead. In addition a
Saucault mirror testing demonstration was provided
by Arthur Higginson using his highly sensitive
apparatus, while Bob Heale gave a demonstration

of some astronomical computer programmes created
by himself.

The meeting continued with a discussion
led by Steve Malone of ways of providing members
with some involvement in instrument making and
observational activity. It is expected the
Society Committee will be considering the view-
points presented in the near future.

SKY NOTES

November evening skies have, towards the
zenith, the region close to the pole of our
Milky Way galaxy system, so that at this time we
are looking outwards towards intergalactic space
and a variety of distant galaxies. Amongst these
are NGC 55 and NGC 253 in Sculptor, the latter

being the brightest external galaxy other than m31
the Great Galaxy in Andromeda, and is located at
R.A. Oh 45m Dec.-25° 34m. Distance of NGC 253
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is estimated at 6.6 million light years.

Also high in the sky is the Formax cluster
of galaxies, a group centred around R.A., 3h 40m
Dec -36°, With a suitably large eyepiece field
it is possible to see several galaxies in the
same field at one time, this group being at
about 7 million light years.

Rising in the south is another galaxy, the
Large Magellanic Cloud, site of the 1987 Super-
nova and the nearest external galaxy to ourselves.
A wealth of objects can be located in the Cloud
but a detailed chart is necessary for their
identification. A suitable chart for this is
Mati Morel's "Visual Atlas of the Large Magellanic
Cloud" consisting of 7 separate charts and
published in Sydney in 1983, using which it is
possible to identify open c¢lusters, globular
clusters, gaseous nebulae and variable stars,
all at a distance of 150,000 light years.

Among the planets Mars continues to glow
bright orange red in the evening sky and will
remain not far from its closest possible distance
for the rest of this year, fading next year to
relative obscurity.

Following Mars in the east is brilliant
Jupiter, reaching oppositipn, approximating the
time of closest approach on November 23rd. With
a moderate aperture telescope the changing vieus
of cloud belts and satellites in transit, or
eclipse, by Jupiter are a continuing fascination
and good observing conditions will now last for
some months.

The outer planets Saturn, Uranus and Neptune

are all setting soon after the end of evening
twilight and Venus likewise sinks into the
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mornirg twilight; however its brillance will
continue to make visibility easy to the naked

eye.
THE MOON

New Moon Nov 10 Dec 09

First Quarter Nov 17 Dec 16

Full Moon Nov 24 Dec 23

Last Quarter Dec 01 Dec 31
PRESIDENT Peter Norman (0589) 75-3040
VICE-PRESIDENT Bruce Tregaskis 7872444
TREASURER Peter Brown 789-5679
SECRETARY Don Leggett (059) 85-4927

METEOR OBSERVATIONS

Daryl Martin has recently written to indicate that
he is no longer able to coordinate meteor observations.
ASF members should theérefore send reports toeither :

Roger Vodicka or Jeff Wood

ASV Meteor Section Dir. NAPO Meteor Section Dir.
8 Jessie St. 42 Jacaranda Drive,
NOBLE PARK 3174 BALLAJURA 6066
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