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NEWSLETTER - FEERUARY 1968

MEETING, WEDNESODAY FEBRUARY 10th

Daryl Martin, Victorian representative of
the National lMeteor Society, will speak at our
first meeting for 1988. Daryl provided an
introductory talk on meteor observing a year
ago, and on this occasion will alseo talk on the
history of Bendigo Observatory.

The meeting is to be held in Room F6 of the
Upper School, Peninsula School, staring at B8 p.m.

SUCIETY OBSERVING NIGHT, SATURDAY FEBRUARY 13th

An Observing Night at the Observatory will
be held on Saturday, February 13th commencing at
dusk .

The planets Venus and Jupiter will still be
shining brightly and in addition the bright star
fields of the Carina Milky Way will once again
be high in the sky.

Members are reminded that if they would like
to use their own telescopes at a good observing
location, the Ubservatory site is probably equal
to the best that can be found in this area.

If Saturday is clouded then Sunday, February
14th will becomethe Ubserving Night for the month.

SUCIETY NEWS

At the November meeting a programme of
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astronomical and scientific movies was shouwn,
these including "Life and Death of a Star",
featuring a discussion of the life history of a
star such as the Sun, ied Giants, Neutron Stars
and 'Black Holes'. Another movie was "Frames of
Reference" detailing the effects which are
observed in "Inertial" and "Won-Inmertial" (ar
accelerated) frames of reference - our own Earth
being "Non-Inertial", but with only small effects
observable as a result of acceleration for the
ordinary observer.,

The WNovember meeting also functicned as the
Society Annual General Heeting for 1987, and at
the election of Uffice Bearers for the forthcoming
year all Uffice Bearers were re-elected; however,
Jim Urewery and Steve lalone declined nomination
as Committee (lembers due to pressure of other
commltments.

A successful BbUW and Ubserving iNight was
held at #t, Partha Park on December 12th. After
an enjoyable meal at the BSy site a number of
members observed with portable telescopes including
Hob Heale's 2Gcm fNewtonian and Clive Nicholls'!
newly completed 15%cm telescope with impressive
fork mounting for the telescope tube. Deep sky
objects and planets were observed and in addition
a star spectroscope owned by bob Heale was used
to observe the Wolf-Rayet star bGamma Velorum.

Our Society had the unexpected privilege of
playing host to noted Californian telescope maker,
John Dobscn, on Australia Day, January 2Bth.

John, who had spoken to an ASV ltieeting on
January 21st, had visited other Victorian Astro-
nomical Societies including Geelong and Ballarat,
and on Australia Day travelled here to Frankson,
wnere he was mel and accominodated overnight by
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Tony Hales, himself the possessor of a 30 cm
Lobsonian style telescope,

During the evening John met with, and
addressed a group of Society members in the lounge
of Tany Hales' home, where he spoke at enthusias-
tic length of his telescope making career. During
this time he was personally responsbile for the
development of methods of constructing and using
telescopes of much larger aperture than previously
operated by amateurs, as the result of a direct
approach using simplified construction methods,
which rapidly proved highly successful and popular
with Californian amateurs.

John held the group enthralled with tales
of using his large telescopes in the dark clear
skies of the high mountains and Sierras of
California and led on to discussions of Super-
novae, Space, lime and the Universe.

John has delighted in showing the Universe
to the American publiec, as leader of the
San Francisco Sidewalk Astronomers, and vigour-
ously promoted the concept of amateur astronomers
worldwide using their telescopes to show the
Heavens to ordinary people.

Bob Heale, whose computer generated sky
charts have appeared regularly in this Newsletter,
has recently received international recognition
for a computer chart on planetary nebulae, which
has been published by "Deep Sky" wagazoae. a
Milwaukee quarterly - Congratulations, Bab!

Headers of "Astronomy" magazine may alsao
have noticed that a photograph of a total solar
eclipse appearing in the Uctober edition of that
magazine, also from Milwaukee, bears the
acknowledgement 'Bruce Tregaskis', a name which
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needs no introduction to members. Congratula-
tuibs to Bruce too!

SKY NOTES

The Milky Way in February and fMarch can be
seen stretching high in the evening sky, passing
through the zenith from South East to North West,
and some of the very brightest and most beautiful

regions are there to be seen in Carina, Vela and
Crux.

In addition, the two brightest stars in the
entire heavens, Sirius in Canis llajor, and
Canopus in Carina, are now high overhead.
Sirius is one of the nearest stars in the sky at
8 light years distance; indeed, only Alpha
Centauri of the bright naked eye stars is closer.
However, Canopus is much more distant at 100 light
years, although of similar apparent brightness,

The spectacular star fields of Urion are
now starting to sink in the western sky after
sunset, and in the pre-dawn hours Scorpius and
Sagittarius are reappearing in the east, a
reminder of winter nights to come.

Planets., #lars and Uranus, a very close
approach, as seen from Larth, of these two planets
occurs on February 2Z2nd, when they will be a more
40 seconds of arc apart - about equal to the
apparent diameter of Jupiter!

Mars is in Sagittarius on this date and will
thus be an early morning object, so to view this
unusual event an alarm clock may be a necessary
piece of eqgquipment. A telescope will definitely
be necessary - although Uranus is sometimes Jjust
visible to the naked eye, the closeness and
brightness of flars will make it invisible to the
naked eye on this occasion.
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hlars later in the year will be at its
closest and brightness for the rest of the century
and beyond, so some interesting telescopic vieuws
stiould lie ahead for this intriguing planet.

Jupiter and Venus both remain visible in
the evening sky, whilst llars and the other outer
planets are morning objects. [lercury likewise
may be seen 1n pre-dawn twilight in early March,
its best morning apparition for this year.

THE HO0N

i nartial and very orief eclipse of the
loon occurs on the night of March 3/4. 0On this
occasion the umbra - the dark central part of the
Farth's shadow in space - eclipses a paortion of
the lunar disc fTor some 14 minutes only, between
uzh Obm and UZ2h 15m.

New IMoan Feb 106 mar 16

First Wuarter Feb 24 ilar 25

Full fMoon Feb 02 plar 03

lLast UQuarter Feb 10 iar 11
Fresident Peter llorman (059) 75-3040
Vice President Bruce Tregaskis TET-2444
Treasurer Peter GLrouwn 7T89-567Y
Segretary Uon Leggett (054) 85-4427
Corrigendum - January Newsletter

John Uobson was formerly a Vedantin (Hinduistic)
monik, not a venedictine, having spent 23 years
in a Sacramento, Calinfornia monastery.

(lef. “Sky and Telescope", April, 1480, p.338.
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ASTROVISUALS

6 LIND ST. STRATHMORE, VIC. 3041 AUSTRALIA TEL:

— T e ——— S —

SLIDE SETS

All sets come with description sheet.
*Comet Halley 85/86— Observatory and
space probe shots -18 slides $14.50
*Uranus from Voyager— 12 slides $8.00

*Astrophotography—amateurs’ shots of
planets, Moon, stars -18 slides $12.50
*The Solar System— 30 slides $18.00
*The Southern Sky— AAO shots of stars,
nebulae, & galaxies -36 slides $19.50
Please add $2.00 to total for postage.
Money refunded if not satisfied.
Payment — cheque/M.0./Bankcard/Visa/Mastercard
(Give card No. and Exp. date)
Also available: other slide sets, maps, posters,
Nightstar, Astrocards. Catalogue available.

ASTROVISUALS
6 Lind St, Strathmore, 3041 (03) 379 5753
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