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NEWSLETTER APRIL, 1988

MEETING, WEDNESDAY, APRIL 13th

The speaker at the April meeting is to be
member Arthur Higginson of Mt. Eliza. Members
will remember past Society Observing nights
held at Arthur's domed Observatory which houses
his unusual "Springfield" mounted telescope,
and Arthur's talk will present a review of his
current and intended observing programmes.

Arthur is engaged in a new programme of
astronomical photography using the extremely
fast 3200R hypered film and it is expected that
a range of astro-photos will form part of
Arthur's presentation.

The meeting will be held in Room F6 of the
Upper School, Peninsula School, Mt, Eliza,
commencing at 8 p.m,

UBSERVING NIGHT, SATURDAY, APRIL 16th

An Observing Night will be held at the
Society Observatory, Peninsula School on Saturday,
April 16th or, if cloudy, on Sunday,April 17th.
The time corresponds to New Moon and if clear
should be an excellent time for location of
galaxies in the Virgo cluster and neighbouring
Coma Berenices, whilst in the later evening
Saturn and Mars will be visible in the eastern

SKY .
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SOCIETY NEWS

The theme for the SuciFty's March meeting
was the history, observation and current state
of knowledge and understanding of Supernova 1987A,
the supernova which dramatically appeared in our
neighbouring galaxy, the large Magellanic Cloud
in February 1987. Bruce Tregaskis showed a
light curve for the Supernova taken from his
observations over this period and reviewed the
various theories associated with this unusual
type of supernova, an article on which appears
in the February edition of "Astronomy" magazine.

The theme continued with the presentation
of a video "Death of a Star", a documentary on
SN1987A which was shown on TV during January.
This video provided a history of the supernova
from its discovery by a Canadian astronomer at
a Chilean Observatory and subsequent observations
by optical and radio telescopes, and also at
two "neutrino observatories" - huge tanks of
water located underground in mines = which
recorded a total of nineteen neutrinos from the
Supernova, a direct and positive confirmation
of previously formulated theories on supernovae.

A successful Observing Night was held at
the Observatory, Peninsula School, on Saturday
March 19th. A beautifully clear dark night saw
a good attendance of members and telescopes,
these including Bob Healets and Carl Moser's
26cm Newtonians, David Murray's 20cm Meade
and a variety of smaller instruments.,

A range of deep sky objects were located
with these telescopes and the Observatory 30cm
B. J. Smith telescope; these included old
favourites such as the Orion Nebula and Keyhole
Nebula, together with a variety of galaxies in

Morninaton Peninsula Astronomical Societ


http://www.verydoc.com
http://www.verydoc.com

Mornington Peninsula Astronomical Society

Leo and Virgo, including the "Sombrero" galaxy,
with its conspicuous dark central lane.

Two members, David Murray and Darren Crerar
attempted constellation photographs with pleasing
results, which, it is hoped, should be available
for viewing at the next meeting.

Bruce Tregaskis has once again observed a
total eclipse of the Sun, on this occasion from
Banka Island, off Sumatra in Indonesia. Bruce
was one of a party of Australian astronomers who
were accomodated at a tin mine on the island
during their stay. We look forward to hearing

Bruce's account of yet another successful eclipse
expedition.

SKY NOTES

During April and May the Milky Way, the bright
band created by the light of many millions of stars
in the plane of our own Milky Way galaxy, now
stretches overhead with some of its very brightest
regions well placed above as we look towards the
old constellation of Argo Navis, the Ship: now
divided into Carina the Keel, Vela the Sails,

Puppis the Poop, and Pyxis the Compass (previously
Malus the Mast).

Carina, Vela and Puppis each retain the Greek
letter star designations, Alpha, Beta, Gamma, etc,
originally applied to the stars of the old con-
stellation Argo, so that the 3 constellations only
have one star between them designated Alpha, etc.
(Alpha Argo - Canopus - for instance, is now
Alpha Carinae, but there is no Alpha Velorum or
Alpha Puppis). Pyxis, however, is separate and
now has its own Greek letter series of stars.
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April and May are also perhaps the best
months of the year for observation of external
galaxies and great concentrations of these exist
in the Virgo cluster at around 35 million light
years distance and also in Coma Berenices, Leo
and Sextans. The main part of the Virgo cluster
is to be found westward of the star Epsilon
Virginis, the northernmost star in the Y of
Virgo and exploration there with the aid of a
suitable chart (the one in Burnham's Celestial
Handbook is especially good) should allow identi-
fication of all the galaxies in Messier's cata-
logue for that area and others in the NGC listings.

Low on the northern horizon, grazing the
horizon in fact, in late April and during May
may be seen the bright star Eta Ursaw Majoris,
known as Aldaid or Benetnasch, the very last star
in the handle of the "Big Dipper" or Ursa Major,
the best known star grouping in Northern Hemisphere
skies, two stars of which point directly to Polaris,

the northern "Pole Star", and are thus known as
"the Pointers".

Planets. Jupiter disappears from the western
evening sky in April having formed a spectacular
pair with Venus during March and at the same time
Mercury appears low in the evening twilight.
Saturn is now rising in the early evening and will
provide interesting and fascinating views of its
ring system and satellites in the months to come.
Uranus, Neptune and also Pluto are all visible at
this time, Uranus and Neptune with binoculars or
telescope and Pluto with larger aperture telescopes.
(See charts for all 3 in ASV Yearbook 1988).
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THE MOON
New Moon April 16
First Quarter April 24
Full Moon May 02
Last Quarter April 10
President Peter Norman
Vice-President Bruce Tregaskis
Treasurer Peter Brown
Secretary Don Leggett
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May 16
May 24
May 31
May 08

(059)75-3040
787-2444
789-5679
(059)85-4927
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THE BINOCULAR AND TELESCOPE SHOP
APRIL NIGHT SKY

NORTH

EAST

THIS MAP SHUWs THE NIGHT SKY EARLY IN THE EVENING AROUND THE
MIDDLL OF THE MONTH. STARS ARE FURTHER EAST EARLIER, FURTHER
WEST LATER. THE SOUTHERN CROSS (CRUX) IS HI1GH IN THE SOUTH
EASTERN SKY.

THY MOON:FULL 2nd: 3rd QTR 12th: NEW 19th: lst QTR 26th:
MERCURY : TOO CLOSE TO THE DAWN SUN TO BE SEEN EASILY.

VENUS: A BRILLIANT ORJECT IN THE WESTERN EVENING SKY AFTER
SUNSET. SHINES BRIGHTLY AT MAGNITUDE -4.5.

MARS: RISES IN THE KAST AT MIDNIGHT GETTING BRIGHTER.
JUPITER: HAS SLIPFED BY VENUS AND 1S MOVING RAPIDLY BEHIND
THE KVENING SUN. VISIBLE ONLY FOR THE F1RST WEEK.

SATURN: KISES IN THE EAST JUST BEFORE MIDN1GHT. WELL WORTH
VIEWING. 178 RING SYSTEM IS EASILY VISIBLE IN ‘MOST SCOPES.
URANUS: AND NEPTUNE: ARE BETWEEN SATURN AND MARS.

ELUTO: 15 HARDLY WORTH A MENTION.....S0 I WON'T.

SHOP F9 THE HUNTER CONNECTION 310 GEORGE ST., SYDNEY. PH 235 3190

Morninaton Peninsula Astronomical Societ



http://www.verydoc.com
http://www.verydoc.com

Mornington Peninsula Astronomical Society

THE BINOCULAR AND TELESCOPE SHOP
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of f on Apral lst, wt Olim's Hotel in Poll's Point.
Four dave of akironces will be
interrupted by an evening cruise un  Svdnev Harbour
and by & barbegue ot they Creen Point Obssrvatory of
Sutbwi Laml  Astro  Socielv, Let's hope Lhat
inlerntale delegates 1o Lhe Conference have &
memurable tame an Svdoey, With the Easles the

Cruss, barling Marbour and all the other atlract jons

cunient raled
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whnervwe Thes  wuusual evenl  plesse advise Signor
Khistlerini dareci Iy,

SUSPECT VARTABLE K CHUY: Culwiw] Bembrick of the
B.AAINSK BEANCM) aduises thal Lhere is reason \o

wuspect that RSV G559, o Maw 5 stlar uear Bete Crucls

slipwal b Lo be varisble. 11 has Lesn suspecled sinue
lant o« wintary . but fTur LUE [@abun Bas Bevel bt en
sudied carefully enoush 10 confars. I vou have
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SATLRDAY I1CTH APEJL at Macguarie Universits, Hesbers
wl the BAA w1l be nbserving the [1rmasent
multitude of teélencopes. Bhould be &
Uit mav well become
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LUMICON®DEEP-SKY
FILTERS
FIGHT BACK

AGAINST LIGHT POLLUTION

the middle of & burnt donu !
busrds .

it sheuld be of interest
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SOLAR FILTERS
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TELE VUE™EYEPIECES
— THE BEST!

All Tele Vue eyepieces use high efficiency
multi-layer anti-reflection coatings on all
lens surfaces for highest possible transmis.-
sion and conlrasl.

Were proud to sponsor N A C.A.A.’88
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