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NEWSLETTER OCTOBER 1988

MEETING WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 11th

A resume and discussion of Voyager's
recent Neptune encounter is planned for the
October meeting. This will take the form of
media reports in the shape of newspaper and
magazine articles, videotapes of TV news
items, etc. being presented and discussed by
members. Please bring along your personal
contributions to what should prove an inter-
esting evening, starting at 8 p.m. in Room FQ
of the Upper School, Peninsulsa School;

Mt. Eliza.

OBSERVING NIGHT SATURDAY OCTOBER 28th

The Observing Night for October will
have Venus at its maximum separation from
the Sun in the sky and visible as an extremely
bright object setting as late as 23hrs EAST,.
Venus phase will be approximately half illum-
inated, i.e. "half moon" appearance in the
telescope. The oguter planets Saturn, Uranus
and Neptune will also be in the western sky,
with Jupiter rising in the east and the
southern constellations offering good scaope
for galaxy hunting.

Please bring your portable instruments
to the Peninsula School Observing site for
this night, or, if clouded, for the following
Saturday November 4th,
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER Bth

The November meeting will include the
Annual General Meeting for 1989 and an Election
of Society Office Bearers for 1990. Nominations
of candidates are required to be made at least
7 days before the date and preferably at the
October meeting.

'WASTROC B88',21/22 OCTOBER

The second 'VASTROC' is to be held aver
the week-end of 21/22 October at Geelong's
Deakin University and attendance can be for
either or both days. This should prove to be
a stimulating Convention and if you would like
to attend or perhaps present a paper please
camplete and return the forms distributed in

August, or if these are not available, contact
Peter Norman.

CENTRAL PARK STALL THURSDAY 18th OCTOBER

The time for our Society's Fund Raising
Stall is rapidly approaching and donations of
items for sale will be much appreciated. If
you can help with this and/or by manning the
stall please contact Clive Nicholls, Tel.
776-5369 or Tony Hales (now returned from
India), Tel. 781-3251 as scon as possible.

SOCIETY NEWS

At the September meeting Bob Chynouweth,
Federal member for the seat of Dunkley, spoke
on his recent visit to Australian bases in
Antarctica as part of an assignment fraom the
Federal Government to investigate the possib-_
ilities for Antarctic Tourism.
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Bob illustrated his talk with numerous
slides of all aspects of the Antarctic envir-
onment including scenery, icebergs and wild
life in the form of seals and penguins.
Descriptions were given of the Journey by
ship and meetings with Russian and Chinese
expeditions and Bob expressed his concern for
the fragility of the Antarctic environment,
proposing that mining and other development
be prohibited for perhaps 50 years to allouw
proper controls to be established.

Of special interest were Bob's reports
of Aurora sightings, one of which seen over-
head from the deck of the ship, he described
as "the most beautiful experience of my life".

Bob's talk was followed by a showing of
Auroral slides taken by Bruce Tregaskis and
others from Mt. Eliza and Melbourne locations
over the past decade. Further Auroral
sightings can be expected at any time during
the present sunspot maximu, so be prepared!

At the Seotember 2nd Observing Night
observations were made through Bob Heales'
25cm and Ken Bryant's 20cm Newtonians.
Considerable haze development limited observing;
however, very clear steady views of Saturn and
Satellites were enjoyed through both telescopes,
whilst Uranus, Neptune and a variety of Deep
Sky objects were found, including the Sculptor
galaxies NGC 253 and 55, picked out by keen
eyed galaxy hunter David Murray.

Ken Bryant reports a second sighting of
Neptune's satellite Triton on 4th September.
Again, as reported in the September Newsletter,
long dark adaptation, provided by an observing
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hood, and averted vision brought success. Cn
this occasion the sighting appeared some 45
degrees in angular direction from the calculated
position. However, a re-check of calculations
showed the observed position to be correct - a
satisfying confirmation.

A successful Social Night in the form of
a Casserole Dinner was held at Jan and Peter
Brown's an Saturday 16th September. Deprada-
tions from influenza reduced numbers compared
to last year and veteran astronomer Alan Fraser
was also unable to attend due to ill health.
However a good time was had by all present and
a useful boost given to Society finances.

TREASURER'S REPORT FROM PETER BRUWN

Balance brought forward $1520.07
Receipts Subscriptions $12.00
Raffle 20.00
Casserole
Dinner 178.00
Clive's jar 4.05 214,85
1734.12
Expenses September
postages 28l
Caravan g8.00
Public Liab-
ility Ins. 234,00 Sha 50
Balance carried forward §1.381 .62

SKY NOTES

Constellations., October and November 1in
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our latitudes place the Milky Way around the
horizon of the evening sky and the star poor,
but galaxy rich, regions of the South galactic
pole high above. Numerous galaxies in Sculptor,
Grus, Pavo, Cetus and Eridanus are now at their
best positions for viewing and in addition the
Fornax cluster shows numercus galaxies close
together in the field of view at one time.

Adequately detailed charts are necessary
for location of these objects and in this
respect 'Norton's Star Atlas', whilst otherwise
excellent, is merely an elementary guide, not
even distinguishing between different types of
deep sky aobjects. Much better are the 'Skalnate
Pleso! in Field or Deluxe ediation, 'Sky Atlas
2000' and especially 'Uranometria 2000', which
orovides a wealth of detail not matched else-

where - the bigger your telescope the better
the investment will be!

Also high in the southern sky are the
two 'Magellanic Clouds' at around 170,000 light
years distance. Both of these irregular
galaxies contain much detail for telescopic
exploration and again an adequate chart system
is necessary. Uranometria 2000 covers many
objects in the 'Clouds' but better still are
the highly detailed charts produced by NSW
astronomer Mati Morel which can be obtained
(at modest price) from him at 18 Elizabeth
Cook Drive, Rankin Park, NSW 2287.

Planets. October sees venus at nearly
its brightest, blazing in the western sky for
more than 3 hours after sunset. Nearby are
Saturn, and also Uranus and Neptune in
Sagittarius. The month also sees Jupiter
rising at midnight, the prelude to another
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observing season for the Giant Planet of our
system.

Meanwhile Mercury and Mars are close to
the Sun in the morning sky, effectively out of
reach of observations for the remainder of this
year.

"A Guide to Australian Astronomy". This
recent publication covers a wide range of
topics from the history of Astronomy in
Australia through the Australia Telescope
project to plans for a Cape York spaceport.
In addition there is an extended article on
"Dreamtime" or Aboriginal Astronomy. A goad
buy at %6.85 from newstands.

FOR SALE

Mead B8 inch telescope with many extras
and related photographic equipment, $4,150
from David Murray, Ph. (D59) 73.3321 or at
meetings.

THE MOON

New Moon Sep 30 Oct 30

First Quarter 0Oct 08 Nav O7

Full Moon ek 15 Nov 13

Last Quarter O0Oct 21 Nov 20
PRESIDENT Peter Norman (059) 75-3040
VICE PRESIDENT Bruce Tregaskis T87-2444
TREASURER Peter Brown 789-58679

SECRETARY Don Leggett (059) B85-4827
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FRESIDENT '& REFORT

Society members and friends recently spent
a most enjgoyable and protfitable evening at
the home of Jan and Fetesr Brown. Our thanks
go to all responsible for this pleasant
tunction.

bteve Malone and Lauwrie Mclntyre anc others
have been busy on our behalt 1n two major
undertakings. Firstly, they have very
successtfully complieted the renovation and
painting of the Society caravan. Secondly,
they have Just tawen del ivery of F800 worth
o+ speclal glass blanks (a gift +from
Filkingtons) for our telescope making group
to turn into mirrors for several Dobsonian
telescopes.

Society member Roman Mowal: has generously
signwritten the caravan advertising that the
Society and Filkingtons have
"Astronomy on the Move".
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CYSA presses ahead—
lobbying intensifies

S reported in SpIN 29, June saw
the largely unexpected an-
nouncement by the Australian
Spaceport Group that it was with-
drawing from the Cape York
Spaceport stakes. This was closely
followed by the release of the Cape
York Space Agency's (CYSA)
decision to press ahead with its
spaceport development plan.

CYSA is  an  Australian-based
international consortium made up of the
Essington Croup, American aerospace
company bmted Technologies
Corporation, and the Japan Cape York
Spaceport Group, headed by Shimizu
Corporation. The members of the
consortium propose, as equal joint
venturers, so sel up a space base at
Temple Bay on the eastern side of Cape
York Peninsula. For this, they have been
given at least preliminary approval by
the Federal and State governments,

Conservationists object

Conservationists and local Aboriginal
groups  have  expressed  strong
opposition to the plan, saving it will
cause adverse social and environmental

impacts. In response, a spokesman for
Fadp:m] lndu::ra}', Te-:hﬁ.'loologg and
Commerce Minister Senator John Button
said that negotiations on environmental
and Aboriginal issues, security, foreign
investment, and international treaties
would be needed before final approval of
the CYSA proposal. It would also require
special legislation, which has yet to be
framed

Federal Environment Minister Senator
Graham Richardson is rted to have
said in Cairns at the end of June that he
was certain that the proposed Cape York
space base would go ahead. He denied
suggestions that the Federal Government
was planning to piace the area on the
World Heritage List. Just one month
later, however, Senator Richardson took
what appeared to be a stronger line in
Brisbane, saving that the Queensland
Government would have to guarantee
that the space base would nat go ahead
without a satisfactory environmental
impact statement.

Will Cocom allow Zenit launches?

There are also problems to be resolved
regarding the proposed use of Soviet
Zenit rockets as launch vehicles, US.

approval would need to
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be obtained  before
Soviet launch
technicians were
allowed access to the
technology embodied in
LS. satellites that might
be destined for launch
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from Cape York. The
Australian Space Office
is understood to be
leading discussions on
this issue in the LS. and
the matter is also
thought to have been
raised by Prime
Minister Hawke during
his most recent visit to
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the United States.

Approval for launch
of U.S. spacecrait would
need to be obained
from the US. Congress
and the mulinational
Coordinating Commit-
tee for Multilateral Ex-
ports (Cocom) which
OVETSees technology

iransfer from Western
i to Eastern bloc coun-

TEMPLE BAY

CYSA has chosen Temple Bay on the eastern side of the
Cape York peninsula as the site for its propased spaceport

development

tries. Cocom approved
the launch of the
Hughes-built AUSSAT-
B spacecraft by Chinese

Long March before the U.S. banned trade
with the Pecple's Republic in response to
the crack-down on  democracy
demonstrators in Beijing.

NQ Enterprise Zone abandoned?

In the meantime, back in Queensland,
intense and somebimes batter rivairy
appears to be developing between the
north and south of the State as regards
the location of support indusiries and
facilities for the spaceport. The focus has
shifted from Cairns and Townsville in
the north, to Brisbane in the south,

Both Caims and Townsville appeared
to have strong claims for development as
the major centre to support the spaceport
in terms of proximity to the Cape. In
addition, Townsville—the second city of
Queensland—is already able to provide a
solid technological base for space-related
activities, through teaching and research
at James Cook University. It has also es-
tablished a Spaceport Technical Working
Group that appears to have already
succeeded in catalysing strong industrial
interest.

However, in what appears to be an
abrupt volte face the Queansiand Covern-
ment is now looking to purchase from
the Commonwealth an area adjacent to
Brishane Airport which area would be
redeveloped as 2 high technology park to
service the aviation and space industries,
the latter including support industries
and control, i and ground
tracking faclities for the Cape York
Spaceport, some 2000 km to the north.
City Fathers in Townsville and Caimns
are understandably distraught, and the
Queensland Government’s NQ Enter-
prise Zone strategy (see 5pIN 28) appears
to have gone Dneg\: back burner.

Cape York uneconomic within 20
years, says U.S. expert

At the end of June, American space
scdentist Dr Gary Owen—currently
warking in the University of Queens-
land—was reported in the media as
saying that development of the US
national spaceplane would make 3 Cape
York facility uneconomic within 20
vears. The spaceplane will take off and
land horizontally and will place
payloads in orbit at a fracton of the cost
of current vehicles.

CYSA managing director Maicolm
Edwards responded that because the
Agency was dealing directly with
overseas companies at the forefront of
new technology, the spaceport’s future
was assured.

In the meantime, on the Cape itself it is
becoming clear that real estate operatives
have been busy for some time now,
speculating that the spaceport and
related developments are likely 1o
generate a property boom . 1
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