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NEWSLETTER NDVEMBER 1989

MEETING WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 8th

The November meeting will feature a
range of recent videotapes on astronomical
themes and it is planned to draft a programme
of Society activities for the forthcoming
year. The meeting will also be the Society's
Annual General Meeting for 18989 and an
election of Office Bearers for 1990 will be
conducted using the nominations already
received. The meeting will be in Room FY9 of
the Upper School, Peninsula School, Mt. Eliza
starting at 8 p.m.

END OF YEAR BBU AND OBSERVING NIGHT SATURDAY
NOVEMHBER 2bth

The Society's Annual BBU is to be held
at the same venue as in 1987 at Mt. Martha
Park, the BUU site being on Park Rd, Melways
150 H7. 0OYO food, drink, chairs, camping
tables, friends and family for a start around
7 p.m. Daylight Saving Time. If the sky is
clear an Ubserving Night, using our portable
instruments, will be held at the Summit car
park area, Melways 150 GH. Sunset on this
date wil be around d.30 p.m. It is intended
to have the Society Caravan as a base for the
evening's activities, similar to the use of
Steve Malone's caravan at Baxter for our 1986
Comet Halley Night.
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OBSERVING NIGHT SATURDAY JANUARY 20th 1990

An Observing Night at the Peninsula
dchool site using portable instruments will
be held on Saturday January 20th, or, if
clouded, Saturday January 27th, 18990. The
summer Milky Way constellations, and Jupiter,
will be well placed for viewing on these dates.

NACAA 14, FRANKSTON, EASTER 189830

The time is drawing closer for our
Society's co-hosting of the 14th National
Australian Convention of Amateur Astronomers
to be held at the Ambassador Motel, Frankston
next Easter (April 13th to 16th), 14990.

Sponsorship of the Convention is being
provided by "Southern Astronomy" magazine and
York Optical Coy. and will be of much assistance.
However, the success of such an event depends
on its participants and a maximum level of
attendance from our own membership will help
to make this a worthwhile and memorable event.

Members are asked to consider whether
they can provide either a formal or poster
paper, abstracts of which should be submitted
as_soon as possible and completed papers by
the end of December to the Convenor, Jim Trainor,
27 Alder 5t., Caulfield Sth., 3162.

ANDREW PRENTICE TALKS ON VOYAGER 2 AT NEPTUNE,
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 16th, NICHOLAS HALL,
LONSDALE ST. AT 8 p.m.

Andrew Prentice, author of the Modern
Laplacian Theory of the formation of the Solar
System, is to talk at the Astronomical Society
of Victoria Meeting of November 16th at
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Nicholas Hall, Lonsdale St., Melbourne (part
of Wesley Church complex). If you would like
to hear the author of this increasingly
confirmed theory make a date for this night.

SOCIETY NEWS

The October meeting featured a review of
recent findings from Voyager 2's encounter
with Neptune. John Hodge provided and showed
a large number of videotapes of TV news broad-
casts of all aspects of the encounter and the
findings from the encounter were listed and
discussed by Bruce Tregaskis (just returned
from a trip to Guam and ‘various Micronesian
islands).

0f particular interest were Andrew Prentice's
predictions of four large satellites around
Neptune which were found by Voyager close to his
predicted positions, and the surprisingly large
amount of activity in Neptune's atmosphere
compared to Uranus. The large satellite Triton
was seen to possess both dramatic terrain and
a high level of bLrightness due to frozen methane
snow, together with apparent upwellings of
liguid nitrogen similar to volcanic type
ackivity.

Steve Malone, having taken delivery of
donated plate glass from Pilkingtons A.C.I.,
has now started a telescope mirror making
group with a number of enthusiastic members
busy grinding out curves on mirror blanks up
to 16 inch diameter.

The Society Stall at Central Park proved
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a financial success with $300 being obtained
For Society funds from the sale of assorted
items to enthusiastic purchasers from a hard
working group of members and wives. A rotary
clothes hoist (dismantled) remained unsold
and can be obtained for the sum of $20 if
required.

Three Society members, Peter Norman,
Ken Bryant and Clive Nicholls represented the
Society at 'Vastroc' 89 held at Deakin
University, Geelong. Peter Norman delivered
the final address to the Convention on Andreuw
Prentice's "Modern Laplacian Theory" and an
enjoyable time was had by all. A brilliant
Aurural display seen by Convention delegates
on Saturday night, October 21st, provided a
further highlight to the week-end.

SOCIETY LIBRARIAN - POSITION VACANT

As a result of the untimely death of
Heter bLGarwood, as reported in the Seotember
Newsletter, the position of Librarian is
currently vacant. If you would like to assist
by performing this useful function, please
contact the President as spon as possible.

TREASURER'S REPUORT FROM PETER BROWN

Balance brought forward %1,381 .62
Receipts Nil
Expenses Postage October 21 T3

Balance carried forward $1,359.89
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SKY NOTES

Auroral Activity. Spectacular auroras
were seen by members and many others on the
nights of Friday and S5aturday October 20th
and 211st. These displays included brilliant
white rays reaching to the zenith and shimmering
red curtains across the southern sky. This
activity, associated with sunspot maximum and
the interaction of charged particles from the
Sun with Earth's atmosphere, can be expected
to be repeated and reports of auroral activity
will be appreciated by Bruce Tregaskis,
Director of Astronomical Society of Victoria's
Auroral Section.

Constellations. As the season advances
towards summer the galaxy rich regions of the
sky near the pole of our Milky Way system are
high above. Of particular interest is a region
in the constellation Formax near the Eridanus
border which contains a concentrated grouping
of galaxies known as the "Fornmax" cluster.

The group is guite easy to find and on Norton's
Map b the cluster is readily seen at around
R.A. 3h 40m and Dec.-36", close to the stars
fy g, h Eridani. Sweeping here with a low
power eyepiece in your telescope will show
several galaxies (seven without too much
difficulty) in the field at one time. These
galaxies are of the order of some 55 million
light years distance, vastly further away
than the foreground stars, typically at
distances of up to a few hundred light years
only.

It is interesting to find out the distances
and other information about the brighter stars

in the sky and a good guide here can be found
on p.B88 of the A5V Yearbook 1984, which lists
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brightness, spectral class, distances and also
names for 45 of the brighter southern stars,
information not easily found together elsewhere.

Planets. The evening sky for the remainder
of the year remains dominated by brilliant
Venus the "Evening Star" (and also source of
many UFO reports) in the west until mid December
when Venus moves rapidly between Earth and 5un
and becomes lost in twilight by year's end.
Saturn is likewise lost to view in the Sun's
glare by December; however, this is compensated
for, from an observer's point of view, by the
re-appearance of Jupiter in the evening sky.
This observing season for Jupiter could prove
unusually interesting as major changes have
occurred in Jupiter's atmospheric bands with a
marked fading in the south equatorial belt and
associated "Great Red Spot".

THE MOON
New Moon Oct 30 Nov 28 Dec 28
First Quarter Nov 07 Dec 0b
Full Moaon Nov 13 Dec 13
Last Quarter Nov 20 Dec 20

SUNDIALS AND KEPLER'S LAWS OF PLANETARY MOTION

A popular item for garden ornamentation is
a sun dial, a time honoured method of telling
time from the position of the Sun's shadouw.

Sundials can be found in public as well
as private gardens and as seen recently by
Clive Nicheolls and Ken Bryant also in the



http://www.verydoc.com
http://www.verydoc.com

Mornington Peninsula Astronomical Society

grounds of Ballarat Observatory,

The disc of a sundial has markings to
indicate different hours of the day and may also
have engraved upon it directions to add or
subtract a certain number of minutes as a time
correction for different dates during the year.

The reason for these time corrections arises
From the fact that our planet Earth is orbiting
the Sun in an elliptical, not circular, orbit
and consequently is closest to the Sun in
January and furthest from it in July. Its
speed of motion in orbit is.-likewise faster
when closer to the Sun than when further away,
these two effects causting the period of time
between successive "middays", or times when the
Sun is highest in the sky, to vary, the period
being longest when closest to the Sun and
shortest when further away.

Kepler's 1st and 2nd laws tell us "Planets
move in an ellipse with the Sun at one focus,
and move Fastest when closest to the Sun", thus
providing the reasons for the corrections engraved
on a humble sundial.

PRESIDENT Peter Norman (059) 75-3040
VICE PRESIDENT Bruce Tregaskis T87-2444
TREASURER Peter Brown 7B89-5679

SECRETARY Don Leggett (059) 85-4927
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT

As the year draws to a close I would like
to thank all members of the Society for the many
different contributions they have made to the
life of the Society.

During the past twelve months we have enjoyed
a variety of speakers and activities at our
meetings in which members have taken an active role.
Viewing nights have been very rewarding when the
weather has been kind.

Behind the scenes a lot of work has been done by
Committee members and other enthusiasts in the
planning of meetings and in developing new projects,
They have also produced the Newsletter on a monthly
basis and organized a vriety of social functions.
Many people spring to mind in connection with all
of these activities - people we meet regularly at our
meetings. Hoowever, two quiet workers on our behalf
who are unable to attend are Mary Cabena, who types
our Newsletter, and her husband Brian who is our
Public Officer for Incorporation purposes. We thank
them most sincerely for their contributions.

I look forward with anticipation as Astronomy Moves

Into the 1990s with the aid of a well equipped caravan,
new Dobsonian telescopes and the stimulus of NACAA.
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