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NEWSLETTER JUNE 1989

MEETING WEDNESDAY JUNE 14th

A talk entitled "Close Encounters of the
Dangerous Kind - Meteors, Asteroids and CometsY
will be delivered at the June meeting. The
speaker will be Ken Bryant, who will discuss
the smaller bodies of the Seolar System that can,
and do, impact our planet with sometimes
disastrous consequences.

The meeting, in Koom F6 of the Upper School,
Peninsula School, Mt. Eliza will start at 8 P

UBSERVING NIGHT AT FLINDERS, SATURDAY JUNE 24th

The Observing Night for the month of June
is planned to be held at member Albert Karminsky's
property at Flinders. Albert purchased the
Society Observatory building after its 1988
dismantling and has re-erected it at Flinders
where it houses his 8 inch Celestran telescope.
His observing site is well placed away from
major light pollution and will provide a good
location for members' portable telescopes to be
used. For location of Albert's property see
map included with this Newsletter. If June 24th
is clouded then Saturday July 1st will become
the observing night - also at Karminsky's.

SOCIETY NEWS

As reported in the May Newsletter, Peter
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and Doreen Norman were victims of a serious
road accident during April, with Peter being
hospitalised for a few days and Doreen placed
under intensive care in hospital in Melbourne.
Doreen is now steadily recovering from her
injuries and has been moved to Frankston
Hospital, where it is hoped a complete recovery
may not be far away, whilst Peter, meanuwhile,
has been able to return to his employment with
Chisholm Institute. Society members look
forward to seeiny Peter at meetings again, and
wish Doreen continued progress with her recovery.

The "Questions and Answers" Night held at
the May meeting proved to be both informative
and enjoyable. Ubruce Tregaskis, together with
Ken Bryant, fielded a wide range of questions
from members on topics including Sunspots, the
Life History of the 5un, techniques of eclipse
observing and the relative visibility of stars
compared to deep sky objects having the same
overall magnitude but of more extended
appearance.

On display al the meeting was Tony Hale's
recently constructed Sunm telescope, modelled
on John Dobson's sun telescope design.

The telescope has an unalumined primary
mirror and a diagonal of plate glass extending
completely across the tube, with the variation
on the Dobson design that Tony's diagonal is
unaluminised and relies on a filter before the
eyepiece to reduce the intensity of the Sun's
light, instead of having the interior surface
ol the diagonal aluminised.

A photocopy of an item from "Time" mggazine
relating to the near collision of Earth with an
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asteroid on March 23rd was distributed at the
meeting, the article also referring to a possible
collision in 2015.

Steve Malone reports that ACT/Pilkingtons
have given a positive response to the Society's
request for mirror making glass and other support,
but details are not yet available.

Steve also reports that the Society caravan
is nearly complete after renovation and should be
available for Observing Nights, including visits
to local schools, in the near future.

It is hoped to improve organisation of
telescope making activities within the Society,
and Clive Nicholls has offered to act as co-
ordinator for this. In addition it is planned
to arrange a demonstrator's course to promote
understanding of observing techniques, and of
objects in the sky, amongst a larger proportion
of members. More details of these plans at the
June General Meeting.

TREASURER'S REPORT FROM PETER BROWN

Balance brought forward $1,439,84
Receipts Subscriptions 15.00

Clive's jar 2..23 17.23

15457 .07

Expenses Caravan re-

furbishing 39.60

Paostage 25,30

Caravan March

BeXpenses 64,90 129.80

Balance carried forward $51.,327.27
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S5KY NOTES

Constellations. The northern sky in June
is dominated by the constellations of Virgo and
Coma Berenices, the location of great numbers
of galaxies in the Virgo and Coma clusters at
some 30 to 40 million light years distance.
Eastwards of Virgo is the bright orange star
Arcturus in BBotes, a star moving much more
rapidly through the star field than others as
it passes through the plane of the Galaxy.

To the east again, near the horizon, lies
the curving shape of Corona Borealis, the
"Northern Crown", with its bright star Alphecca
in the middle of the crown.

Rising in the east the characteristic
curving shape of Scorpius, the Scorpion, shows
the orange giant star Antares near the westward
curve of the "Claws". Below the Tail of Scorpius
with the star Shaula representing the "Sting"
lies Sagittarius the Archer with its shape
caommonly known as the "Teapot". It is in this
immediate region that the very centre of our
own Milky Way Galaxy lies, behind the glowing
patch of the Milky Way known as the Great
Sagittarius Star Cloud.

It is interesting to locate, with the naked
eye, the direction of this centre and imagine
Lthe vast number of stars, and perhaps the "Black
Hole" which lie obscured behind the dust clouds
blocking our direct view of our Galaxy's centre.

This direction can be found by first

identifying the star Gamma Sagittarii - E1l Nasl
which forms the "Spout" of the "Teapot" and
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looking to the left along a line in the direction
of Antares about 4 degrees, or 8 times the Moon's
diameter, and it is here that our Milky Way's
centre has been identified by radio and olther
observations.

Planets. Distant Mars continues to be
visible in the early evening sky, bul il is Loo

far away for any effective observations. The
late evening sky, however, has bright Salurn
in Sagittarius close to both Neptune and Uranus,

against a background sky which has the bright
globular cluster M22, and the gaseous nebulae

M8 - the Lagoon Nebula, and M20 - the Triffid
Nebula, all within a few degrees. In addition
the asteroid 4 Vesta is in the same region and
all these objects are featured on a chart in the
March "Sky and Telescope", p.296. If_ you have
never before located Uranus, Neptune or Vesta
here is a great opportunity with a good clear
chart - all three are binocular objects.

The inner planets Venus and Mercury are in
the evening and morning twilight respectively
but badly placed for observation, whilst yiant
Jupiter is now close to conjunction wilth the S5Sun,

THE MOON

New Moon June U4 July O3

First Quarter June 11 July 11

Full Moon June 1Y July 14

Last {uarter June 206 July 2h
PRESIDENT Peter Norman (059) 75-3040
VICE PRESIDENT Bruce Tregaskis T87-2444
TREASURER Peter Brouwn 709-5679
SECRETARY Don Leggett (059) B85-4927
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