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NEWSLETTER JULY 1988

MEETING WEDNESDAY JULY 12th

The talk at the July meeting should be of
special interest to Society telescope makers
and astro-photographers as it will deal with
recent developments in telescope mountings,
such as the Poncet platform, and the recently
popular "Stepper" motors for telescope drives.

The speaker for this address will be
Chris Hyde aof ASV and the meeting in Room Fb6 of
the Upper School, Peninsula School, Mt. Eliza
will commence at 8 p.m.

UBSERVING NIGHT SATURDAY 29th JULY

An Observing Night at the Peninsula School
observing site, using members' portable telescopes
will be held on Saturday 29th July, or if cloudy
on the following Saturday, 5Sth August. These
two nights should offer dark moonless skies for
observations of the great range of clusters and
nebulae in the Scorpius/Sagittarius region,
together this year with the outer planets Saturn,
Uranus and Neptune and the naked eye asteroid
Vesta. Start time 7.30 p.m. approx.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

A Casserole Dinner on the lines of last

year's successful gathering is planned to be
held on Saturday 16th September at the same venue
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as last year, the home of Jan and Peter Brown.

The charge for this year's dinner, with
proceeds to Society funds, remains a Very
reasonable $8.00, no increase fpr inflation!
Please make a date for what should be an enjoyable
evening. Ladies, as last year, are asked to
bring a casserole or dessert dish. More details
from Clive Nicholls, Tony Hales or Jan Brown.

Another fund raising activity, for the month
of October, is a planned stall at Central Park
for sale of anything and everything which you may
not want and somebody else may want. Please
start searching those cupboards and make another
date, if you can, for Thursday 19th October.

Closer ahead than these fund raising activ-
ities is an Ubserving Night for Woodleigh School
students and staff. This is expected to be held
on Thursday 31st August, the time of New Moon,
so if clear there should be the opportunity to
show some deep sky treasures to the students.
Please make a date for yourself and your telescope.

SOCIETY NEWS

Members were pleased to welcome back President
Peter Norman at the June meeting, the first meeting
which Peter had attended since the road accident
in which he and wife Doreen were involved in
during April. Peter has now returned to normal
activities whilst Doreen is at home after a long
spell in hospital and is proceeding steadily
towards recovery. \We wish her well.

The June meeting featured a talk by Ken Bryant

on bodies which can and do collide with Earth -
meteors, comets and asteroids. Ken provided an
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historical introduction of accounts of "Stones
that fell from Heaven" including one preserved
in the Kaba'a Shrine at Mecca, Saudi Arabia,
said to have been observed by Abraham, and went
on to discuss observations and evidence of
impacts from outher space, including the
Tunguska, Siberia event of 1908, thought to have
been caused by a portion of Encke's periodic
comet. Geological evidence of massive strikes
in the past, corresponding to impact craters
seen on the Moon and the other planets, was
discussed and the most likely source of massive
impacts - comets - discussed in the light of
recent knowledge of Halley's comet and the origin
of comets, which suggest that cometary strikes
may be more destructive and also more frequent
at some periods than previously estimated.

(Members interested in one aspect of massive
impacts on Earth, the geological record of mass
destructions of life on Earth, can find more
material in a leading article in the June 1989
National Geographic entitled "Extinctions".)

Also at the Junme meeting a generous donation
of two books to the Society library, including
Stephen Hawkings best seller, "A Brief History
of Time" was made by member Keith Ward.

"Astronomy on the Move" is the title of
a campaign being organised by S5teve Malone. This
is to utilise the Society caravan, now completed
but awaiting sign-writing with astronomical
logos, transporting telescopes to sites around
the Peninsula for demonstrations to schools and
other groups. It is planned to report on this
campaign at the 18390 Australian Amateur Astron-
omers Convention, which is being jointly hosted
by the Astronomical Societies of Victoria and
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Frankston at the Ambassador Motel, Frankston,
taster 1990.

In this connection Steve has succeeded in
negotiating a supply of mirror blanks for both
123 inch and 16 inch telescopes, as a donation
from ACI/Pilkingtons, which instruments when
completed as a joint Society project, are planned
to be used as part of "Astronomy on the Move".

TREASURER'S REPORT FROM PETER BROWN

Balance brought forward $1.327.27
Receipts Subscriptions $181.00
Clive's jar 3.80
Sale ASV
Yearbooks 1% .08
S5ale Mirror
Blank 10.00
Donation 9.00
Society Name
Tags 7.00 225981
g O
Expenses Paint for
Caravan 34,00
Postages for
May 19.00
Purchase ASV
Yearbooks 36.00
P.O0. Box Fee 24,00 113.808
Balance carried forward $1,438.17

SKY NOTES

The winter evening skies display some of the
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most spectacular regions of the Milky Way in
Scorpius and Sagittarius, now high overhead.

Here the Milky Way is seen as a bright glow with
interspersed patches of darkness, the dark
nebulae or dust nebulae. In addition, the naked
eye view shows, here and there, what appear to be
numerous small detached regions and with a pair
of binoculars this impression is much enhanced
with many bright patches either in or close to
the Milky Way. Mostly these patches of light on
viewing with the telescope prove to be clusters
of stars, from a few to many hundres or thousands
of members.

Star clusters are in two main classes, the
galactic or "open" clusters located in the body
of the Milky Way, at distances generally around
a few thousand light years. In addition are the
globular clusters, spherical groupings of thousands
of stars which are in fact located away from the
disc of the Milky Way but in a sort of spherical
halo extending scores of thousands of light years
away from the plane of the Milky Way but centred
on the Milky Way's centre. This configuration
causes many globulars to be seen in the general
direction of the Milky Way's centre although they
are located far away from it in space.

Some bright "open" clusters to look for in
the region are M8, the Lagoon Nebula (a cluster
plus nebulosity), M6 and M7, two dark clusters
under the tail of Scorpius, and M11, the "Wild
Duck™ cluster in Scutum.

Globular clusters include bright MZ22, near
the 1lid of the Sagittarius "Teapot" and NGC 65553,
a fainter cluster near the Lagoon Nebula thought
to be the nearest of all the globulars at 4000
light years but much dimmed by dust in the Milky
Way. (See Norton's Star Atlas for the bright
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clusters and Skalnato Pleso,Uranometria 2000
or Sky Atlas 2000 for MGC 6553).

Planets. July and August 1989 see the two
inner planets Venus and Mercury rising out of
evening twilight with Venus already a brilliant
"Evening Star™ in the west and becoming still
brighter later in the year as its phase decreases
but angular diameter increases.

Saturn, Uranus and Neptune remain grouped
together in the Sagittarius Milky Way region,
with Saturn at opposition in September. Neptune
is of special current interest with Voyager 2's
encounter due in August and location in binoculars
or telescope can be made with an ASVY Yearbook
chart.

Additionally, in the same region of sky 1s
the asteroid Vesta, an object at the limit of
naked eye vision this year, and another asteroid
Hygeia, can be telescopically located in Scorpius
with a chart on p.67 of May's "Astronomy"
magazine.

Sunspots and Aurorae. Bruce Tregaskis, who
acts as ASV's Auroral Section director, reports
that he and others have seen numerous sunspots
in recent weeks, some of them large naked eye
groups visible through filter or morning fog.
The current year is, in fact, the time of sunspot
maximum and, as always, is associated with
increased numbers of auroral sightings, as
charged particles from the Sun strike Earth's
upper atmospher. Some spectacular sightings
have already been made including one in March
seen from both hemispheres, and Bruce reguests
that members send him reports of any auroral
sightings they may be fortunate enough to
observe.

Morninaton Peninsula Astronomical Societ
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THE MOON
New Moon July 03 Aug 02
First [uarter July 11 Aug 10
Full Moon July 19 Aug 17
Last Quarter July 25 Aug 24
PRESIDENT Peter Norman (059) 75-3040
VICE-PRESIDENT Bruce Tregaskis 787-2444
TREASURER Peter Brown 789-5679
SECRETARY Son Leggett (059) B85-4927

PRESIDENT'S - REPORT

I would 1li,ke to thank the members of our Societymost
sincerely for the many kindnesses shown to Doreen and
myself following our accident. We are both thankful to
have such fine friends.

I would also like to rhank the Committee members for the
extra work they did in my absence to help the Society
function so happily and smoothly.

I commend to you all of the proposed activities outlined in
this Newsletter and look forward to seeing many of you at
our next meeting; the viewing nights on July 29th. andon
August 31st; AT THE Casserole Dinner and at the Stall.

Some of you may like to visit BallaratCAE on Sunday
August 26th to hear about and see Neptune. See overpage
and ring me if you are interested.
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ALLARAT Gear Avenue

OLLEGE of \'}mﬂ‘aﬁ Telephr~~ 053 339000

DVANCED Australia Fax 253 339545

DUCATION PO. Box w63 Ballarat Victoria 3350 Australia

The Secretary,

Frankston Astronomical Society,
P.O. Box 596

Frankston

Vic. 3199

Dear Sir,

I am enclosing some information on an event we are
running during the Voyager II Neptune encounter. As Yyou
probably know, Voyager II will reach Neptune in August of
this year. This will be the last of the Voyager encounters
and the last of the deep space planetary flybys.

The Ballarat Centre for Remote Sensing has arranged to
have the images from Voyager II displayed at Ballarat in
real time. The centre will also process the images and a
group of experts will be on hand to propose theories,
guesses, and wild ideas to explain what the spacecraft sees.

This will be a once in a lifetime opportunity to share
in the first pass exploration of a planet. The enclosed
information includes a timetable and, although we are
particularly interested in encouraging school children, all
of the sessions are open to the public. We are looking for a
small charge to cover some of the costs involved. These are:

School Groups: $1 per head per session
Public: $4.50 per session for adults
$2.50 for wunder 18, full time students,
pensioners, and full time unemployed.
Full week ticket: $8.50

For any further information and/or tickets, please
contact either myself or Sue Stevens on 053 339000. I hope
to see you at encounter.

Yours Sincerely,

ﬁ/‘/’*? b

Dr. Joseph H.J. Leach
Manager, Ballarat Centre for Remote Sensing
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