Mornington Peninsula Astronomical Society

ASTRONOMICAL SOCIETY OF FRANKSTON INC.

P.0., BOX 596 FRANKSTON 3189

NEWSLETTER OCTOBER 1880

MEETING WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 17th

The speaker at our October meeting will
be Roger Davis of ASV, who will talk on the
ever growing problem of Light Pollution and
measures which can be used to combat it. Come
along and learn about this menace to astronomy.

The meeting starts at 8 p.m. in Room FB
of the Upper School, Peninsula School,
Mty Eliza.,

Nomination forms for election of Society
Office Bearers for 1981 at the November meeting
will be distributed and must be returned by a
week before the November meeting.

Members who would like to talk on their
current activities, show a piece of equipment
or put proposals for Society activities are
invited to do so as part of the meeting's
"Forum" section.

UBSERVING NIGHT SATURDAY OCTOBER 20th

This month's Observing Night, held at
Moorooduc Airfield, is scheduled for near New
Moon on October 20th with a start at dusk.

If Saturday is clouded then Sunday October 21st
will become the Observing Night, not the follow-
ing Saturday as previously.
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The Committee would like to schedule the
monthly Observing Nights to be able to suit as
many members as possible and would like to hear
froam you your preference for an Observing Night.

ASY EXHIBITION SATURDAY AND SUNDAY 13/14 OCTOBER

The ASV is holding its Annual Exhibition
over the above week-end at the Herbarium Building
near tao the 0ld Melbourne Observatory (Melways
29A12). A wide range of items and poster displays
can be seen, commencing Saturday at 1 p.m. and
Sunday at 10 a.m. Admission fee $2.00 and
children $1.00.

VASTROC 81

The third "Vastroc" will be hosted by
Latrobe Valley Astronomical Society over the
week-end of 28th/29th April, 1991. Venue is to
be Monash University College at Churchill,
Gippsland and all Victorian astronomers are
invitied. On the basis of the two previous
"Vastrocs", this should be an event well worth
planning ahead for.

PROPOSED OVERNIGHT DARK SKY TRIP

An overnight camping trip to a dark sky
site near Licola in Gippsland, or another similar
area, 1s being investigated. If you are interested
please cakk Russell Thompson on 789-65497.

SOCIETY NEWS

The BBU and Video evening at Moorooduc
Airfield proved an enjoyable exercise with plenty
of food, including desserts kindly prepared by
our "Ladies Auxiliary", and videos on the History
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of the Universe, the fundamental forces of
Nature, and the History of the Earth including
the current asteroid impact theories of sudden
change. An unexpected and hilarious addition
was provided by a portion of a steamy saga,
apparently starring Goldie Hawn, which appeared
whilst changing tapes. Video operator Steve
Malone pleads "Not Guilty",

David Miller again provided a fine display
of meteorclogical and astronomical photos and
David Headland of ASV displayed a home-made
magnetic field detector used for Auroral moni-
toring.

The Equipment Display at the September
Meeting included Clive Nicholls' display and
discussion of electronic gadgetry for various
telescope drives, Steve Malone's nearly completed
15" aperture Dobsonian telescope, and Ken Bryant's
wooden binocular stand and experimental solar

prominence spectroscope, using a star spectroscope
prism train.

The September 22nd Observing Night saw a
small group at Moorooduc enjoying clear skies
with good views of Saturnm and numerous deep

sky objects before banks of mist started to
move over later,

NEW OBSERVATORY SITE?

The possibility of an Observatory site
located a "The Briars" historic property near
Mornington is being investigated by Steve Malone
and to date looks encouraging. If successful
this could prove an excellent location for a
future Observatory.
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LAPEL BADGES

If you have ideas for a Society Badge
design (as outlined in the September Newsletter)
please present them at the October meeting.
Provide a sketch, which does not need to be
artistic, if possible,

TREASURER'S REPORT FROM PETER BROWN

Balance brought forward $1,759.40
Receipts Moorooduc BB(Q
(net) 127.80
Subscriptions 70.00 187.80
148957, 20
Expenses Postage 21.40
Rubber stamp 10.00
Public Liabil-~-
ity Insurance 234.00 265.40
Balance carried forward $1,691.80

SKY NOTES

Comet Levy has been well observed by members
with binoculars, telescopes and naked eye over
the last couple of months. The comet will
continue to be wvisible in the western sky during
October and November and a further ephemeris
follows: (See over - p.5)
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- 5 -
BB Dec.
Oct 20 15h O01m - 40° 03'
Bet 25 14h 54m - 40° 15"
Oct 30 14h 47m - 409 25!
Nov 04 14h 41m - 4009 28"
Nov 08 14h 35m - 40° 31!
Nov 14 14h 28m - 40° 33!
Nov 189 14h 24m - 40° 34!
Nov 24 14h 18m - 408 BZHT

(Note: In the ephemeris in the September
Newsletter the date Oct 18 should be Oct 14)

Constellations. The evening skies in
October lack the brilliant stars of the winter
skies, when Scorpius and Sagittarius hang high
overhead, and at this time of year the Milky
Way is seen extending around the horizon with
the empty spaces near the pole of our Galaxy
overhead.

Now rising in the south are the two
Magellanic Clouds containing many interesting
objects, faint fram their distance of 180,000
light years, which Uranometria 2000 will help
to identify,

Rising in the east is familiar Orion and
to the south the Southern Cross just grazes
the horizon.

The "empty spaces" overhead nevertheless
contain many interesting deep sky objects,

planetary nebulae and galaxies; in particular
a group of Galaxies easily seen with the tele-
scope is the "Fornax Cluster". This is located
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around RA 3h 40m, Dec. -36° near the stars g,

h, f of Eridanus (see Nortons chart 6). In a
wide field eyepiece on a dark night several
galaxies can be located in the one field, in

fact up to 9 in one view. Well work looking for!

Planets. Saturn remains well visible this
month although moving further into the west and
Mars in Taurus rises before midnight. A good
opposition is approaching for Mars, although
unfortunately its northern location will make it
less accessible to us in the south; however, a
good range of features can be expected to be
seen on Mars' surface,

Jupiter remains a morning object this month
and Venus and Mercury are too close to the Sun
for observation,

THE MOON
New Moon Oct 19 Nov 17
First Quarter Oct 27 Nov 25
Full Moon Nov 03 Dec 02
Last Quarter Nov 09 Dec 09
PRESIDENT Steve Malone 789-5239
VYVICE PRESIDENTS David Murray (059)75-9747
Tony Hales 78132351
TREASURER Peter Brown 789-5679
SECRETARY Don Leggett (059)85-4927
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PRESIDENTS REPORT FOR OCTOBER.

with only a few weeks to the Annual General Meeting
(November 21st) and its Election of Office Bearers, I want
every member to exercise their right to nominate for the
office of their choiceas well as nominating someone of
vour choice for the following positions. President, Vice
President, Secretary, Treasurer and 5 Committee Persons.
Each nomination must be for one position,signed by the
Candidate, the Proposer and a Seconder. For the Committee
canditates the same rule applies. You can nominate a
candidate for more than one office.

One further thing about the elections: how about some of
vou fence-sitters making vourselves available for office,
as there are a number of people standing down this vear.

I would like all members,before the November meeting, to
sit down with paper & penciland write down a list of--

a "what do I want of my Society in the future". And then
"what can I do for my Society this vear', Give us a clue

on the direction you want the Society to progress.

Our Speaker this month is Mr Roger Davisfrom the ASV.
His subject will be Light Pollution. Please attend and be

supportive,as we will be having the chief Engineer from

Mornington and Frankston Councils or their nominee's as
visitors. So put in an appearance for a show of strength
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The Frankston City Council in conjunction with the Rotary
Club of Nth Frankston, are organising a fund-raising
Raffle for all of the groups, requiring funds within the
City to partake. The groups are to sell 60-000 Tickets at
$2-00 each. The prizes will be 1st a Car value $17-000,

ond a trip overseas value $2,500, with 3rd a prize value
$500. The value of tickets if all sold will be $120,000, with
Costs deducted,( 25%) this will leave a balance of $1,50 per
Ticket for distribution to ticket sellers. Your Committee
think that we should be able to sell between 4-500 tickets.
Mr Les McNamara (the barrel man) is one of the organisers
of the scheme. He tells me that it has been used in Coburg
for nine yars and Preston for three years, both with

outstanding success. We will discuss it at the October

Meeting.

If any Member has a method of raising funds for future
developments please put it to your Committee, as there

is much to be done with capital in the future.

Steve Malone

Your soon to be past President

Left - Roger Davis at Vastroc

MPAS has one of these refractor telescopes
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